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 THE BRAYSHAW AND BOOTH STORY 
 
Christine Minto 

In the early 1990s Christine and Frank Minto, intrigued by the familiar triangular, cast-
iron, milestones that can be found throughout Saddleworth, decided to list and photo-
graph them; not just the ones in Saddleworth, but eventually the 615 in total, on roads, 
the length and breadth of the West Riding of Yorkshire.  A chance discovery of the 
original contract from the West Riding County Council to the firm responsible for their 
manufacture and installation uncovered a fascinating story.  Christine subsequently 
gave a talk to the Society in 2008 on her research and the history of the milestones.  
Her account is given below. 

In 1978 Frank and I took our young son cycling on the Isle of Man.  One day we 
passed a stonewall with a red Victorian post box embedded in it next to a black and 
white milepost that had the Legs of Man emblem at the top.  It made quite a nice slide. 

This set me thinking that I had seen small letter boxes fixed to posts, slightly larger 
ones set into walls and even larger free standing pillar boxes. There were also the 
ciphers of the various monarchs.  So I determined to photograph one of each type.  
Three kinds of box, six monarchs, twenty four photographs.  Then I discovered that 
there was a society, the Letter Box Study Group, which I joined and learnt that there 
were over 400 different types of letterbox. 

However this opened my eyes and I began to see and take more notice of other road-
side and street furniture as we cycled in different parts of the country.  There were the 
county boundary signs and town and village name boards.  Each county seemed to 
have its own style of fingerpost and of course, there were a huge variety of milestones. 

In the early 1990s I heard of someone who had photographed all the milestones in 
Essex and I decided I would do the same for our newish part of the country called 
South Yorkshire.  In the 1970s the inhabitants of other parts of Yorkshire had been 
forced to live in Lancashire, and some even had to live in a place called Greater     
Manchester.  But we liked our new identity because the West Riding was associated 
with cloth and we, in the southern part, were coal and steel. 

Using Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 maps I identified the roads with MSs and MPs 
marked on them and cycled around with my camera.  Some were found easily, some 
had disappeared, some were broken and I found some that were not marked on the 
map.  Good job done.  Except in the ensuing years odd ones kept popping up.       
However I didn’t find one new one last year so perhaps all South Yorkshire milestones 
have eventually been found.  Although unfortunately a few I found during my early 
forays have since disappeared. 

In 2000 when interest was shown nationally for the formation of a society devoted to 
milestones we were at the inaugural meetings and amongst the first to join the        
Milestone Society.  From then on we widened our scope to include the rest of the old 
West Riding along with the North & East thirds plus York. 

Whilst taking photographs it became obvious that lots of the milestones were very 
similar and many had Brayshaw and Booth, Makers, Liversedge cast onto the bevel.  
This started us thinking about the dates when these particular milestones would have 
been erected. 
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After the demise of the last of the Turnpike Roads in the 1870s, and in spite of      
Highways Districts being formed from 1862, nothing much was done about the state of 
the roads until the County Councils were established in 1888.  Some of these cast iron 
attachments have a great deal of detail so they probably didn’t originate from the   
Turnpike Trusts as they would have been much more expensive to make than the   
simpler inscribed stones.  Although some of these very early stones do have elegant 
script and exquisitely formed hands directing the traveller. 

Then one of our Milestone Society members, Brian Davey from Halifax, posted me a 
copy of a letter he had sent in 1994 to Cleckheaton Library, asking for information 
about Brayshaw and Booth.  All they could say was that in various census returns and 
in Kelly’s Directory the names of Henry Brayshaw and John Booth were recorded from 
1881 until 1922. 

Information from Spen Valley Civic Society in 2004 confirmed this with Brayshaw and 
Booth classed as Iron Founders of Millbridge, which is now part of Liversedge but was 
then part of Heckmondwike.  The works were on Quarry Road and Strawberry Bank.  
Both roads exist today but the works are long gone. 

Chris Marcus, a Milestone Society stalwart from Oldham gave me more detail from the 
1901 census when Henry was sixty-one and John was sixty-nine, and there was also a 
William Brayshaw aged fifty-five, an iron moulder.  The trail went cold until member 
Stephen Skellern, who lives in Wakefield, started searching in the West Riding        
Archives.  He found references to payments for Milestones and Guide Posts for the 
financial years ending on 31 March in 1894, 1895 and 1896.  Also he found that in 
May 1894 G & F Stead had been paid £200 on account of the contract for fixing mile-
stones. 

So it seemed that once the West Riding County Council had established itself, it   
quickly set about improving its image by erecting new milestones along important 
county roads.  They consist of a backing stone about 6 inches thick and have a       
protruding cast iron attachment at the front. 

The breakthrough came when Jan Scrine in Huddersfield, now Milestone Society 
Treasurer, received an exciting email from Brian and Lesley Whittaker who live in 
Stoke on Trent.  They had found an original contract between the West Riding County 
Council and Gill Stead, a stonemason, of Mirfield, who was the great-grandfather of 
Brian, himself a Yorkshire man.  They had seen pictures of the milestones on the   
Milestone Society’s Yorkshire website so they contacted us.  They were transcribing 
the document and would we be interested?  You bet we would. 

Things moved quickly and we received the transcription.  It was studied carefully and 
compared with what is left on or in the ground today.  Several queries were answered. 

Gill Stead had been brought up at Bank House in Mirfield.  His mother, whose       
surname was Stead, worked in the house but there is no father’s name on his birth 
certificate nor that of his younger sister.  However the family continued to live in at 
Bank House, which was fairly unusual, and he grew up there.  His descendants can 
only surmise who his father may have been!  Eventually he was apprenticed to become 
a stonemason and later married Mary Taylor who was the cook.  They had a son Frank. 

In 1893 Gill and Frank Stead were given the contract from the West Riding County 
Council to erect the 615 milestones along many of the roads under their jurisdiction 
and for this tremendous task they was paid £1,140 in instalments, the work having to 
be completed in twelve months. 
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The Agreement was made on the 1st August 1893 for the supplying and fixing of the 
615 milestones on roads as far flung as Sedbergh, Harrogate, York, Thorne, Bawtry, 
the Yorkshire Wales (south of Rotherham) and to the west of Sheffield and across to 
Saddleworth.  So the milestones were erected in 1893 - 94. 

The stone pillars were to be six feet high. I found one that had been uprooted near 
Leeds during roadworks and it did indeed measure six feet long.  Unfortunately this 
has now disappeared.  On a later occasion I broddled about under the bushes in the 
right place but found nothing.  It had been face down in soft earth so I don’t even 
know if it had its attachment or not. 

The stones were to be rough boasted (meaning to shape roughly) except where the 
plate touched the stone and that was to be smooth.  You can just make this out on the 
stone on Stockport Road at the junction of the A670 and A6050.1  One stone near 
Wetherby that had been moved from the verge of the carriageway onto the cycle path 
during roadwork’s had clearly been taken apart and put back together the wrong way.  
The ‘back’ of the stone was the worked face. 

Each stone had to have four holes drilled for the fixing bolts and the stone set two feet 
into the ground. This meant that the full height of the casting, four feet, would be 
above ground and all four fixing bolts visible.  You can just see these on the         
Uppermill 1½ stone on the A670 Mossley Road.2  But the vast majority of stones have 
either sunk into the ground or vegetation has built up and the bottom two bolts are 
hidden.  Fortunately that makes the casting fairly secure from would be thieves.  Quite 
 

      
 1 At Haddens, Grid Reference SD 97595 03421.  Numbered 24 in M. Buckley, The Saddleworth 1894 
Milestones, SHSB, Vol. 45, No. 1, pp. 18 - 21. 
 2 At Grasscroft, Grid Reference SD 98257 04499.  Numbered 26 ibid. 

Brian Whittaker Collection  

Gill Stead of Mirfield  
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often the pavement or road level has been built up over the last hundred years and 
tarmac covers some of the legend.  The one at the north end of Delph on the A6052 is 
a very good example of this.3  Sometime on a narrow road or bridge there wasn’t 
room for a protruding casting and Brayshaw & Booth made larger flat ones.  You 
have two of these in Saddleworth.  The one near the Navigation Public House is 
shown full height but the one a mile the other way on High Street has its bottom edge 
in the tarmac.4 

The contract stipulated that the stone was to come from the Horsforth Quarries.  
There are three milestones near Horsforth on the first edition of the 1 inch OS map; 
one of them was just opposite Kirkstall Abbey.  So maybe the milestones are made of 
the same stone as the Abbey.  But did the Steads have time to cut and shape the stones 
themselves or did they buy blanks from the quarry?  Given the time scale that seems 
most probable.  Then they would drill the holes and do the final shaping before    
fastening on the casting and setting the complete milestone into its hole. 

It’s only about a dozen miles from Mirfield to Horsforth but what a tortuous route it 
was and still is.  Then the stones had to be transported to the sites.  We can only guess 
how this was done.  For short journeys perhaps a horse and cart was used.  But maybe 
most of the stones and castings were moved nearer the far flung sites on the extensive 
railway system.  Or perhaps the Steads took advantage of that part of the contract that 
said they could use other quarries so long as the stones was of equal quality. 

A further requirement of the contract was that the Steads had to give the castings 
another coat of paint after fixing.  They would be painted dark blue by the founder 
and Gill and Frank would also use blue.  Of the surviving milestones which have not 
been painted for very many years and have lost most of their paint to weathering, 
vehicle splash and rust, a few have remnants of blue in corners of the letters and 
numbers. 

New milestones were to be put up on nearly seventy roads.  A few of the roads named 
in the contract still have some of the original turnpike stones and no West Riding ones 
in place.  Surprisingly the Kirkstall, Otley, Shipley road through Horsforth is one of 
these.  However there are about 380 stones still in place, a few are broken and a few 
have lost their castings completely but that is well over half of the contracted stones. 

Not all the castings that the Steads fixed to the stones have the Brayshaw & Booth 
name on them.  On the Collingham to York road the first one near Collingham to the 
west of Wetherby is a Brayshaw & Booth casting but to the east of Wetherby there is 
no name on the bevels and the placing of the letters is slightly different, and on the 
Keighley and Kendal route several of the castings have W. Towler of Leeds as the 
founder. 

There are also Brayshaw & Booth stones and attachments on the two routes between 
Wetherby and Knaresborough.  This area was also in the West Riding in the late 
nineteenth century but these two routes were not included in the contract.  Another 
route not included in the contract was the section of the Lancaster Richmond road in 
the Ingleton area; here the castings were made by William Towler. 

 

      

 3 At Stubbing, Grid Reference SD 97993 08237.  Numbered 7 ibid. 

 4  At Woolroad, Grid Reference SD 99659 06721 and Uppermill, Grid Reference SD 99474 05266.  
Numbered 16 and 15 respectively ibid. 
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Further research by Stephen Skellern has revealed that it was in October 1892, just four 
years after the formation of the County Council, that a proposal was made and accepted 
to erect 643 milestones.  The design was chosen and the project costed out at 
£1,446.15s.0d.  Those of you old enough to have done £sd sums at school could work 
that out to be £2 5s each.  The following January £70 was paid for a Road Measurer, 
Labour etc.   Later £5 2s 8d and then 8s 8d was paid out for wooden stakes probably to 
mark where each stone should be dug in.  The design chosen was similar to that of the 
milestones erected by the Trustees of the Selby to Leeds and the Tadcaster to Halton 
Dial Turnpikes.  However, by the time the contact was signed in August the number of 
stones had been reduced to 615 at a total cost of £1,140.  That works out at only          
£1 18s 0d per stone.  So the frugal, parsimonious, West Riding Councillors had shaved 
7 shillings of the price of each stone. 

The mind boggles at the effort needed to keep to the contract; but the Steads obviously 
did it.  They incurred no late penalty and were actually paid another £68.  We don’t 
know what that was for, but presumably they were held up or had some difficulty or 
extra expense that wasn’t of their making.  They had claimed an extra £126 but the 
Highways Committee referred the matter to the Accounts Sub-committee which ‘after 
very careful investigation’ decided that £68 was quite enough.  And that was all the 
Steads were paid.  They were obviously very careful with our Council Taxes in those 
days. 

As the project progressed Chris Marcus made me look very carefully at all the photo-
graphs again.  I had noticed that sometimes the names and mileages were horizontal 
and sometimes sloping, but hadn’t given much thought to it.  Next time you stop to 
look at one of the Saddleworth milestones count the letters.  I’ll give you a clue: how 
about Huddersfield?  That’s on quite a few.  Now Manchester.  Yes, up to ten letters 
the inscription is horizontal but over that it has to be sloping to fit in the space. 

The West Riding milestones are probably the most substantial of any throughout the 
British Isles having such a large casting fastened to a backing stone.  In the East Riding 
small plates were fixed to stones with some of these being like mounting blocks.  In the 
North Riding the County milemarkers are just a V shaped metal casting of various 
designs.  However, we do know that Mattison of Bedale cast many for the North    
Riding, and some of the West Riding ones may have been made at the Bowling works 
in Bradford as well as by Towler of Leeds.  So in future there are other founders to 
investigate. 

While we now know more about these particular milestones there are still some     
queries.  Stephen Skellern has been unable to find any reference to Brayshaw & Booth 
or any other founders connected with milestones in the Archives in Wakefield.      
Reading the contract it would seem that the Steads had to arrange to have the castings 
made to the correct specification and pay for them.  But what did they cost?  The   
surveyor would give them details of the legends and some are very complex.  The 
highest number of characters I have counted is 166.  I haven’t found any misspellings 
or inaccurate mileages so clearly the founders did a very good job.  On some roads the 
stones are not always on the same side of the road.  So not only had the mileages to be 
changed for every casting but the moulds for the whole legend had than also to be 
reversed.  Also, if the milestones were apparently originally dark blue and white as 
specified in the contract when were they changed to white with black letters? 

So not only did Gill and Frank have to complete the work in twelve months they had to 
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‘find and provide and be at the expense of all materials, tools, labour and carriage and 
others matters mentioned or referred to’.  Obviously it is difficult to comprehend what 
even a penny or a shilling would buy at the end of the nineteenth century but can these 
skilled workmen have made a reasonable income for all the effort and time they must 
have expended? 

Finding of a Contract such as the Stead’s is probably a once in a lifetime occurrence.  
The Whittaker’s want it to be deposited in a place of safety where it will be accessible 
in the future.  They have talked it over with other family members and have almost 
decided to take it to Wakefield.  I’m sure that it will as safe in the West Riding     
Archives as anywhere and it will have come home. 
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APPENDIX 1 

The Deed between the West Riding County Council and G & F Stead for 
Supplying and Fixing the Milestones5 

 
 
 
 

DATED 21st August 1893 
 

Messrs G & F Stead 
 

And 
The County Council of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire 

 
Counterpart 

 
CONTRACT for supplying and fixing 

Of Milestones on Main Roads 
 

Seal 
Five Shillings 
 

AGREEMENT made the twenty first day of August One Thousand eight hundred 
and ninety three BETWEEN Gill Stead and Frank Stead of Mirfield in the County of 
York Stone Masons (herein after called the Contractors) of the one part and the   
County Council of the West Riding of Yorkshire (herein after called the County 
Council) of the other part WHEREAS the County Council recently advertised for 
tenders for the supplying and fixing of six hundred and fifteen milestones upon the 
under mentioned Main Roads in the said West Riding upon the conditions and in 
manner set forth in the Specification contained in the Schedule hereto and the tender 
of the Contractors for the same at the price of One Thousand one hundred and forty 
pounds has been accepted. 

Now it is hereby mutually agreed by and between the parties hereto as follows: - 

1.  The Contractors will for the consideration hereinafter mentioned execute in a good 
and workmanlike manner and of the best materials of their several kinds to the     
satisfaction of the Surveyor for the time being of the County Council all and every the 
works described mentioned or referred to in said Specification or incidental thereto 
according to the pattern milestone referred to in the said specification and which is 
delineated in the diagram marked B hereunto annexed and find and provide and be at 
the expense of all materials, tools, labour, carriage and other matters mentioned or 
referred to in such Specification and execute and complete the whole contract in a 
good workmanlike and lasting manner according to the Specification and conditions 
in these presents contained within twelve calendar months from the date of these 
presents. 

 

      
 5 Transcribed by Brian Lawrence Whittaker, great grandson of Gill Stead, 7th March 2008. 
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2.  The whole of the plates for fixing to the stone pillars as mentioned in the said    
Specification shall indicate by lettering and figures in the manner stipulated and    
provided in the said Specification the names of the town roads and townships and the 
mileage between towns according to the directions to be given to the Contractors by 
the said Surveyor. 

3.  If the whole of the said milestones shall not be fixed in position in a finished state 
and the contract be completed according to the instructions and to the satisfaction of 
the said Surveyor within twelve calendar months from the date of these presents the 
Contractors shall forfeit and pay as liquidated    damages (which at the option of the 
County Council may or may not be out of monies which shall become due to the 
Contactors by virtue of this Agreement) the sum of …….. for every day which shall 
elapse after the expiration of such period of twelve calendar months until the work 
shall be completed to the satisfaction of the said Surveyor. 

4.  The County Council will according to this Contract pay to the Contactors for the 
works the sum of One thousand one hundred and forty pounds by such instalments at 
such times as the said Surveyor shall think proper and certify in writing according to 
the number of milestones duly placed in position to the satisfaction of the said      
Surveyor and the balance of the said sum of One thousand one hundred and forty 
pounds shall be paid within two calendar months after the whole of the said work shall 
have been certified to the County Council by the said Surveyor in writing to have been 
completed. 

5.  If the said Surveyor or the County Council shall during the course of the Contract 
decide either that a greater or a less number of milestones than the aforesaid number of 
six hundred and fifteen will be required for the said undermentioned Main Roads and 
shall give to the Contactors written notice of the alteration in the number required the 
Contractor shall thereupon (if more milestones are required) at once proceed to supply 
such additional numbers in accordance with the terms and provisions  of these presents 
any such addition or decrease shall not vacate this present contract but the value   
thereof ( to be ascertained by the said Surveyor according to the number of milestones 
added or omitted at the same rate as is agreed for the six hundred and fifteen        
mentioned in this Contract) shall be added to or deducted from the amount of this 
Contract as  the case may be and the addition value (if any) shall be paid for in the like 
manner as herein is expressed for the payment of the ultimate balance of the said 
amount of One thousand one hundred and forty pounds. 

6.  If the Contactor shall fail in the due performance of their undertaking or shall fail to 
proceed regularly and effectually with the completion and fixing of the said milestones 
to the satisfaction of the said Surveyor or if the Contractors or either of them become 
bankrupt or assign their or his property for the benefit of creditors or shall commit any 
act of bankruptcy or assign this Contract or any benefit thereof the County Council 
may at once terminated the Contract by written notice under the hand of the said   
Surveyor  left at the usual place of abode or business of the said Contactor or either of 
them but without thereby affecting the obligations, liabilities and responsibilities of the 
Contractors and it shall be lawful for the County Council to take possession of use and 
dispose of any stones, plate, plant, tools or materials which then be fixed in    position 
or delivered for the purpose of the works or placed in upon or near the said Roads and 
which Stones, plates, plant, tools and materials shall upon such default or determina-
tion as foresaid become the absolute property of the County Council and the County 
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Council shall thereupon have full power and authority to employ any person or per-
sons to complete the whole or any  part of the work or to enter into any new Contract 
or Contracts for the completion of the same or any part thereof (without prejudice 
however to any remedy which they may have against the Contractors for breach of 
Contract) and the cost of such completion shall be defrayed in the first instance out of 
the moneys (if any) which shall become due to the Contractors on account of this 
Contract and if there shall remain any balance due to the County Council the same 
shall be recoverable from the Contractors and the Contractors shall on demand forth-
with make good and pay such deficiency. 

7. Any difference or dispute as to any matter or thing or cause of difference arising 
out of this Contract or of the execution thereof shall be referred to the Award and 
decision of the said Surveyor as sole arbitrator whose decision shall be final and 
conclusive between the parties and such Surveyor shall have full power over the 
course and costs of any proceedings under this clause.   
 
As Witness the hands and seals of the Contractors and the Common Seal of the    
County Council. 
 
Sealed with the Common Seal of the County Council of the West Riding of Yorkshire 
in the presence of 
 
(Signed)  Edward A. Mackie (?) 
The member of the said County Council having the custody of the key of the said seal. 
 
(Signed) W. Vibart Dixon (?) 
Deputy Clerk of the said County Council 
 
Number in the County Council Register 473 
 
 

THE SCHEDULE referred to  

Specification of the various works require in supplying casting and erecting New 
Milestones on the undermentioned Roads and lettered as described in the following 
list for the West Riding County Council of Yorkshire the pattern of such Milestones 
can be seen at the County Surveyors Office Wakefield. 

The Contactor to provide and fix all necessary stones and castings with labour and 
tackle of every description required for the proper carrying out of the works.  Such 
works to be carried out in a proper and workmanlike manner to the entire satisfaction 
of the County Surveyor or other person appointed by him. 

All the works to be carried out as set forth in this specification and according to the 
model in this Office. 

In case the Contractor shall neglect or refuse to perform the work the said Surveyor 
shall be at liberty to employ another firm for the proper carrying out of such works 
and to deduct the cost incurred out of the money due or which may become due to the 
contactor. 

The works are to be commenced immediately after the Contract is signed and to be 
completed in ….. Months from the date of the acceptance of Contract.  At the       
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expiration of the time named above should the Contactor have failed to complete the 
works to the entire satisfaction of the Surveyor a penalty of £… per week will be 
enforced for every week the works remain incomplete after the above named date. 

All castings to be clean and sharp made of the best grey metal ½ inch thick provided 
with drilled bolt holes and with 5/8 inch in diameter through bolts and washers with 
counter sunk heads to fix the castings to stone pillars specified below. 

The plates to be lettered and figured with raised block type 2 inches high for the name 
of the Town and Mileage.  The letters for the name of the Road and township to be 
one and ½ inches high and to stand up from surface of plate ¼ of an inch.  Those for 
the Town and Mileage to stand up ⅜ of an inch. 

The contractor to provide and fix stone pillars 6 feet high 6 inches thick and the width 
of the iron casting.  The stone to be rough boasted except where the iron plates are 
fixed on to the same such part to be dressed smooth.  The stone pillar to be of the 
form shewn drilled holes for the bolts above described and let into ground 2 feet. 

The same to be fixed complete where instructed. 

The castings to be painted one coat at the foundry with best oil paint.  The same to 
receive a second coat of best oil paint when fixed the background to be dark blue and 
the letters picked out white. 

The stone for the pillars to be from the Horsforth Quarries or other quarry of an equal 
quality, the same to be approved by the County Surveyor. 

County Surveyors Office. Wakefield. 
 
Lists of Roads on which Mile Stones are to be placed. 
Also the number of Mile Stones on each road. 
 
 NAME OF ROAD NUMBER OF STONES 

Sedbergh and Kirby Lonsdale     2 

Sedbergh and Kirby Stephen      5 

Sedbergh and Hawes       9 

Skipton and Clitheroe              15 

Colne and Broughton       5 

Skipton and Cracoe       5 

Skipton and Knaresborough             22 

Barnsdale and Leeds              18 

Barnsdale and Leeds (Hook Moor branch)   7 

Birstal and Huddersfield      5 

Leeds and Birstal       3 

Dewsbury and Elland       8 

Leeds and Harrogate              10 

Tadcaster and Doncaster             27 

Kirkstall Otley and Shipley (via Horsforth)   8 

Kirkstall Otley and Shipley (from Otley to Shipley)  3 
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Shipley and Bramley       6 

Keighley and Bradford       8 

Keighley and Halifax       8 

Lees and Hebden Bridge      8 

Huddersfield and New Hey      8 

Huddersfield and New Hey (Branch)    4 

Stockport and Ashton       2 

Oldham and Standedge      6 

Oldham and Standedge (Branch No 1)    1 

Staley         1 

Huddersfield Dudley Hill and Killinghall          26 

Elland and Saddleworth      8 

Mytholmroyd and Blackstone Edge    6 

Oldham and Ripponden      9 

Leeds and Elland       9 

Greenfield and Shepley Lane End            14 

Wakefield and Austerlands             17 

Collingham and York              14 

Wakefield and Aberford             12 

Knaresborough and Greenhammerton    6 

Tadcaster and Hobmoor      8 

Tadcaster and Otley              19 

Ferrybridge and Boroughbridge            27 

Skipton and Otley              15 

Fairfield         3 

Blackburn Addingham and Cocking End    9 

Wakefield and Sheffield      2 

Barnsley and Grangemoor             11 

Holmfirth         4 

Dunford         3 

New Mill (district) 8 

Barnsley and Shepley Lane End     8 

Wakefield and Leeds       7 

Bradford and Halifax       5 

Huddersfield and Halifax      2 

Elland and Brighouse       3 

Bradford and Huddersfield      6 

Holme Lane End and Heckmondwike    4 

      Carried forward        449 
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Leeds and Whitehall       8 

Leeds and Whitehall (Branch)     5 

Wakefield and Halifax       5 

Wakefield and Denby Dale             10 

Rotherham Worley and Four Lane Ends    6 

Brampton Bierlow and Hooton Roberts    5 

Brampton Bierlow and Hooton (Swinton Branch)  6 

Rotherham and Pleasley      7 

Rotherham and Barnby      6 

Wadsley Langsett and Sheffield                    13 

Bawtry and Tinsley                      16 

Doncaster and Thorne              10 

Sheffield and Glossop       4 

Keighley and Kendal              38 

Leeds and Collingham 7 

       Total               615 
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THE SADDLEWORTH 1894 MILESTONES 
 
Mike Buckley 

The collection of 1894 milestones in Saddleworth is large and complete.  The late eight-
eenth century and early nineteenth century Turnpike Acts left a legacy of turnpike roads 
transiting the district and a network of branches interconnecting them.  The result was that 
a remarkable twenty-seven milestones were required in Saddleworth even though the size 
of the parish was only approximately five miles by nine miles. 

Most of the milestones are still in place and in good condition.  Only two (numbers 4 and 
27) are now missing, and in two other cases (numbers 23 and 24) only the stone remains.  
The rest have survived.  Of the missing stones, number 4 on the Ripponden and Oldham 
Road was at Bowkhouse, and survived until recent times.  The milestone was damaged by 
a vehicle collision and some time afterwards the stone and some fragments of the casting 
were removed by the local highway authority but these were unfortunately subsequently 
lost in a move of the highway depot.  Number 27 on the Staley Road was located on the 
bridge over the River Tame near Wellyhole and may have been a casualty in what appears 
to have been of twentieth century rebuilding of the bridge. 

Of the missing castings, number 23, on the Greenfield and Shepley Lane Head Road in a 
remote spot on Saddleworth Moor, may have been a victim of metal theft.  Number 24 
presents some interesting questions.  In 1894, it was technically outside Saddleworth and 
the West Riding.  The 1888 Local Government Act which created the    county councils of 
the West Riding of Yorkshire and Lancashire, redrew the boundary of Saddleworth to 
include the Yorkshire Ward of the new Borough of Mossley in the Lancashire County 
Council Area.  This resulted in the location of the stone at        Haddens, which had for-
merly been in Saddleworth, now lying outside the West Riding County Council adminis-
trative area.  Why the stone was erected by the West Riding is a mystery.  The disappear-
ance of the casting from this stone raises another interesting question.  Many of the mile-
stones and boundary stones in the Mossley area were   defaced during the Second World 
War removing all references to places and distance.  This may have been a defensive 
precaution by the local Home Guard.  It is possible the casting of this milestone may have 
been removed at that time. 

Three of the milestone castings (numbers 5, 6, and 11), victims of vehicular damage in 
recent times, have been badly damaged with only the flat upper part remaining.  That at 
Old Tame on the Oldham and Ripponden Road was certainly complete in the 1960s. 

Also worth mentioning is milestone 12 at Deanhead on the Austerlands and Wakefield 
Road, the present A62.  This milestone which comprises the casting only with no backing 
stone appears to have been installed in this way. 

Two of the milestones on this road, (numbers 15 and 16) at Uppermill and Woolroad, are 
of the flat Brayshaw and Booth design.  There is no room for a triangular stone at Up-
permill and the same would have applied at Woolroad before  the road widening of the 
1960s.  A practical solution, but one of the difficulties in using a flat casting in this way is 
that the inscription no longer faces the direction it refers to and can be         construed as 
referring to the opposite direction to that intended. 

All the milestones, with one exception, were cast by Brayshaw and Booth.  The      excep-
tion, number 20, on the Road End branch of the Oldham and Standedge Road at Green-
field bears no manufacturers mark and is clearly of a different design to the others. 

All the milestones were repainted in 2011, after many years neglect; however, in some 
cases a further coat of paint is now required. 
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No. 13  Grotton 

No. 1  Denshaw No. 2  Dowry No. 3  Denshaw Moor 

No. 5  Old Tame No. 6  New Tame No. 7  Stubbing 

No. 8  Austerlands No. 9  Wallhill No. 10  New Delph 

No. 11 Pack Horse No. 12  Deanhead 
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No. 14  Grasscroft No. 15  Uppermill No. 16  Woolroad 

No. 17  Harrop No. 18  Diggle No. 19  Thurstones 

No. 21  Dovestone No. 23  Saddleworth Moor No. 22  Upperwood 

No. 24  Haddens No. 25  Platting Road No. 26  Grasscroft 
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No 20  Chew Valley Road 

The only 1894 Saddleworth 
milestone not to be cast by 

Brayshaw & Booth  
of Liversedge 
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DATING THE FIRST FOUR CHARTERS RELATING TO 
SADDLEWORTH CHURCH 
 
Victor Khadem 

In 2015 we celebrate the 800th anniversary of Saddleworth Church.  Or so we 
thought. 

In fact, the foundation occurred some years before 1215, though this did not prevent 
the parishioners of Saddleworth celebrating the centennial anniversary in 1915.  The 
sermons, ceremonies and anniversary book, A.J. Howcroft’s Chapelry and Church of 
Saddleworth, were presumably designed to give Saddleworthians a comforting sense 
of unbroken historical continuity in the face of the uncertainties posed by what would 
eventually become known as the ‘Great War’.  This, as far as is known, was the first 
time the centenary had been observed. 

The church was able to choose 1915 as the anniversary for St. Chad’s because the   
earliest charters relating to the church are, as with the majority of others made in the 
thirteenth century, undated.  Howcroft’s attempts to date them were manifestly 
wrong,1 but when complete transcripts and translations were published by Mike   
Buckley in 2009, correct but approximate dates were ascribed to them.2  Now with 
new research, it is possible to narrow these dates, providing an accurate chronology 
for the first few decades of the chapel at Saddleworth. 

Prior to 1866, Saddleworth was a chapelry within the parish of Rochdale.  It is        
fortunate that Stanlow Abbey, later relocated to Whalley, was the rector of Rochdale, 
because in the mid-fourteenth century the monks transcribed the original charters they 
held into the ‘Great Coucher Book’.  Five Saddleworth deeds are contained within it, 
four of which directly relate to Saddleworth Chapel.  It is not the purpose of this    
article to analyse the contents of these four charters, but it is worth briefly             
summarising each of them in the order they appear in the Coucher Book.3 

By the first charter, William de Stapleton, lord of the manor of Saddleworth,          
confirmed the tithes of his forest of Saddleworth to the mother church of Rochdale.  
He was then licensed by Geoffrey, dean of Whalley, vicar (and, apparently, rector) of 
Rochdale, with the assent of Roger de Lacy, patron of Rochdale, to celebrate divine 
office at his chapel built at Saddleworth. 

The second charter is a confirmation by Robert de Stapleton of the tithes, oblations 
and obventions from all his land in the forest of Saddleworth and from all men    
dwelling within the forest.  He further confirmed all that his father William had   
granted to the church ‘40 years ago and more’. 

By the third charter, the same Robert de Stapleton granted land for a glebe towards 
the maintenance of the minister, whilst the abbot of Stanlow, the new rector of     
Rochdale, undertook to provide ‘all other necessities’ for the chaplain. 

 

      

 1 A.J. Howcroft, History of the Chapelry and Church of Saddleworth, (Oldham, 1915), pp. 7-12. 

 2  M. Buckley, Early Saddleworth Records - 1, SHSB, Vol. 39, No. 2, pp. 51 

 3 ibid., pp. 51-56. 
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The final charter is an agreement between the parishioners of Saddleworth and the 
abbot and convent of Stanlow, again in their capacity as rectors of Rochdale.  Owing 
to the responsibility for the maintenance of the chapel having not been ‘sufficiently 
made clear’, this agreement set out the responsibilities of the parishioners and of the 
rector. 

Dating these four charters can be done in two ways.  Firstly, by examining the         
biographical details of the named witnesses, and secondly by considering internal   
evidence contained within each of the charters. 

Through reading the first two charters against one another it is possible to arrive at 
relatively specific dates for each.  The first has a very clear upper limit of 1st October 
1211 when Roger de Lacy, who gave his assent to the licence to celebrate divine     
office at Saddleworth, died.  However an earlier date is implied, because he gave    
assent in his capacity as patron of Rochdale Church.  The Coucher Book records       
de Lacy’s grant of the patronage of Rochdale to Stanlow Abbey and therefore, this 
first charter must pre-date that grant.4  Again, the grant of the patronage is undated, 
however a date of the middle of the first decade of the century is implied by six of the 
witnesses to that charter, also bearing witness to two contemporaneous grants made of 
the barony of Penwortham to Roger de Lacy in the last months of 1205.5  The         
presence of Adam de Dutton, one of de Lacy’s most important Cheshire tenants,    
suggests a date closer to 1205 than 1210 because he had stopped witnessing deeds by 
the end of the decade; Barraclough suggests he had died by c.1205.6  Even if          
Barraclough’s estimated death date were out by a couple of years, then Stapleton’s 
charter is not likely to be much later than c.1207. 

To determine the earliest date of the first charter attention needs to be turned to the 
second Saddleworth charter in the Coucher, Robert de Stapleton’s confirmation of the 
tithes.  This states that it was made ‘in all 40 years ago and more’ after William de 
Stapleton’s charter had been granted.  This phrase does require some consideration - it 
indicates that the confirmation was certainly not made fewer than forty years           
following the first grant, but was probably more than forty years.  It seems reasonable 
to suggest it was closer to forty years than fifty, and probably not much more than   
forty-five years subsequent. 

Fortunately, a clear lower limit for the second charter can be arrived at which in turn 
gives a lower limit for William de Stapleton’s charter. The presence of Adam            
de Stanford, archdeacon of Chester, as a witness means it must date from between 
23rd February 12497 when his predecessor, Ralph de Chaddesden, is last referred to 

 

      

 4 W.A. Hulton (ed.), The Coucher Book or Chartulary of Whalley Abbey, 4 vols, i, Chetham Society 
x(1847), pp. 137-138. 

 5 I am grateful to Mike Buckley for this reference.  W. Farrer (ed.), The Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 
(Liverpool, 1902), pp. 379-380. 

 6 G. Barraclough, Facsimiles of Early Cheshire Charters, The Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire (1957), pp. 22-23. 

 7  This date is ‘new style’ with the year beginning on the 1st January.  In the original document the date 
is given as ‘in crastino cathedre sancti Petri apostoli anno gratie mo cco xlviiio’, which is interpreted by 
the editors of the printed transcript, in common with other ecclesiastical documents of the period, to be 
given as ‘old style’, where the year is assumed to begin on 25th March.  J.H. Denton and P.M. Hoskin 
(eds.), English Episcopal Acta 43, Coventry and Lichfield 1215-1256, (British Academy, 2014), pp. 
308-314. 
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as archdeacon, and 20th April 1250, when Stanford is first recorded as holding the 
office.8  If the first charter was at most forty-five years earlier than the confirmation, 
then it can be ascribed a lower limit of between 24th February 1204 and 19th April 
1205.  The first charter, then, dates from somewhere between the beginning of 1204 
and c.1207, with the evidence suggesting it to have been made closer to 1205 than 
1207. 

Returning to the confirmation, an upper limit of c.1252 can be arrived at, forty-five 
years after c.1207, the approximate upper limit for William de Stapleton’s charter.  
But if, as is suggested, the first charter was executed closer to c.1205 than to c.1207, 
then a much closer approximation of 1249 x 1250 is not unreasonable. 

The date of Robert de Stapleton’s grant of the glebe, the third Saddleworth charter to 
appear in the Coucher, is relatively straightforward to determine owing to the        
presence of Walter, archdeacon of Chester, as a witness.  The date of his appointment 
is unrecorded but it must have been at some point between the last reference to his 
predecessor on 5th February 12389 and the first reference to him as archdeacon on 
26th December 1238.10  The charter must pre-date 6th January 1245 when the king 
granted the then vacant archdeaconry to Silvester de Everdon.11  Thus, this grant, 
which is ordered the third of the Saddleworth charters in the Coucher Book, is     
chronologically the second. 

There is good evidence to suggest a date of 1277 for the fourth charter.  The four 
leading witnesses, Sir William le Vavasour, Sir John de Byron, Roger de Middleton 
and William de Hopwood, all witnessed a charter bearing date 12th September 1277, 
by which Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln, granted five bovates of land in Castleton to 
Stanlow Abbey.12  A motivation for the responsibilities of the parishioners and rector 
being formalised may have been the bishop’s confirmation of the church of Rochdale 
and chapel of Saddleworth to Stanlow on 18th April 1277 and the augmentation of 
the endowment of the vicarage of Rochdale from 5 marks to 18 marks on the same 
date.13  That said, the Saddleworth agreement must have been made some months   
after this because the first witness, William le Vavasour, was contracted to fight in 
the Welsh wars under Henry de Lacy from January until the end of May.14  It is      
possible that he didn’t anticipate returning for a further month because his letters of 
protection from the king extended until 24th June 1277.15  Knowing that the        
agreement was made in the second half of the year, strengthens the likelihood that it 
occurred on or around the 12th September 1277 when the Castleton grant was        
executed. 
 

      

 8 C. Brooke, J. Denton and D.E. Greenway, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae, 1066-1300, Coventry and 
Lichfield, John Le Neve xi (University of London, 2011), p.25. 

 9 This date is ‘new style’ (see n. 7 above).  The last reference to him is dated ‘Millesimo CoCo xxxovijo 

die veneris proxima post purifactionem beatae Mariae’, and this, as in n.7, has been interpreted to be 
given in ‘old style’.  W. Farrer (ed.), The Chartulary of Cockersand Abbey of the Premontratensian 
Order, 3 vols in 7, ii, pt. i, Chetham Society xl, (1898), pp. 406-407. 
10 Fasti, Coventry and Lichfield, p. 25-26. 
11 This date is ‘new style’ (see n. 7 above).  ibid., p. 26. 
12 Whalley Coucher Book ii, Chetham Society xi (1847), p. 595. 
13 Whalley Coucher Book i, pp. 69-70 & 85-86. 
14 J.E. Morris, The Welsh Wars of Edward I, (Oxford, 1901), p. 121. 
15 Calendar of the Patent Rolls, Edward I, 1272-1281, (HMSO, London, 1901), p. 189. 
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When the circumstances of the Castleton grant and Saddleworth agreement are both 
considered, the chances they were executed at the same time are increased.  The    
Castleton grant was made by Henry de Lacy (the paramount lord of Blackburnshire, 
Rochdale and Saddleworth) to the abbot of Stanlow (the beneficiary of numerous gifts 
from the de Lacy family) at Whalley, an important ecclesiastical centre, in the      
presence of William le Vavasour, one of de Lacy’s closest followers – this was    
clearly a notable occasion.  The Saddleworth agreement too must have been a         
significant occasion for the abbot, parishioners and witnesses were all present.16  Such 
a charter was unlikely to have been executed in Saddleworth, remote and without (as 
far as it is known) a manorial dwelling to house the abbot, knight and other            
Lancashire landholders there assembled.  As such, it seems probable that the        
agreement was reached at the beginning of September when the abbot and the        
necessary witnesses were together at Whalley.  

The dates of the four charters can be summarised: 

William de Stapleton’s grant of tithes and 
licence to celebrate divine service c.1204 x c.1207 (probably c.1205) 

Robert de Stapleton’s grant of the glebe February 1238 x January 1245 

Robert de Stapleton’s confirmation of the 
tithes 1249 x c.1252 (probably c.1250) 

Agreement between Stanlow and the 
parishioners c. 12th September 1277 

This new chronology is most notable in that it proves that Robert de Stapleton’s grant 
of the glebe took place some years before his confirmation of the tithes to Rochdale.  
Combined with the more precise dates of the other charters, this now affords a reliable 
basis for further research into the early years of Saddleworth’s ecclesiastical history. 

 

      
16 The agreement states that the abbot and parishioners ‘attached their seals alternately’ to the original. 
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OBITUARY 
 
Alan John Petford 
1953-2015 

In February we lost a founder member and pillar of Saddleworth Historical Society.   
A great teacher and communicator, a man of wit, learning and humour, Alan Petford 
was a man who had studied, and was imbued with, all that was great about his native 
district. 

Alan was a well known, well liked and respected figure not only in Saddleworth, but 
throughout the valleys of the South Pennines.  He lived at Hipperholme but spent his 
early life in Uppermill.  Born on the 19th of August 1953, the eldest son of Ken and 
Joan Petford, he attended St. Chad’s Primary School and Hulme Grammar School, 
Oldham, where he rose to become a prefect and head boy.  He won a place at       
University College, Oxford where he read Modern History.  Following this, in pursuit 
of his interest in local history, he gained an M.A. from the University of Leicester. 

Alan’s love of learning led him into the teaching profession.  He held successive posts 
at Blackburn, Hipperholme and Lancaster Grammar Schools.  He was a schoolmaster 
in the old tradition, but innovative and pioneering in his teaching methods.  A keen 
photographer, he possessed a prodigious collection of 35mm slides, which he used 
liberally in his lessons at school and later as an adult education lecturer. 

Disillusioned with the increasing bureaucracy in schools, he resigned his full time 
post some years ago to concentrate on adult education.  He was a regular lecturer on 
local history for the Workers’ Educational Association in Saddleworth, Marsden, 
Hebden Bridge and other centres in the South Pennines.  He was also an extra mural 
lecturer at Leeds University. 

David J.W. Harrison 

Alan 
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Alan was a founder member of Saddleworth Historical Society.  In 1966, at the age of 
thirteen, he was present at its inaugural meeting and served for many years on the 
Society’s committee.  Throughout his life he maintained an active interest in        
Saddleworth history and was a key collaborator and the main author of many of the 
Society’s publications.  He was also an active member of other historical societies in 
the South Pennine area and was also the driving force behind a number of their     
publications. 

At the time of his death Alan was involved with a monumental work on Saddleworth 
probate records, a project that grew out of a WEA class.   He was also researching and 
writing a history of St Chad’s Church, Saddleworth in celebration of its 800th     
anniversary.  I think Alan wanted this publication to be the one he would be         
remembered by.  It played to all his strengths, ecclesiastical history, Puritanism, 
church architecture and stained glass.  Sadly, his illness was to interrupt what had 
been an enthusiastic start to the project, with Alan, in characteristic style, welcoming 
any students who wanted to join him in researching the project. 

Although retired as a schoolmaster, Alan maintained an interest in secondary        
education and was an active governor of Hipperholme Grammar School.  He also 
maintained links with his old school in Oldham, playing a major role in setting up a 
Hulme Grammar School archive and organising an exhibition to celebrate its 400th 
anniversary in 2011.  The exhibition was Alan’s idea and he wrote most of the     
material that appears on the sixty-odd display boards.  It proved a great success and 
was staged not only at the school but later in Gallery Oldham and Saddleworth     
Museum.  He came up with the idea of hosting a national conference for school    
archivists at Hulme.  This took place in October 2013 with Alan playing a lead role.  It 
was another triumph and a follow-up conference took place at Kirkham Grammar 
School last October which Alan managed to attend despite having just recovered from 
a major operation.  Ian Gale of the National Archives, who attended both conferences, 
wrote of Alan:- “He was an extremely eloquent historian and teacher who enthused 
his knowledge.  I bumped into him afterwards while visiting Kirkham Parish Church 
and we viewed the Church together which for me was a further learning opportunity.” 

A brilliant lecturer, he had a large number of appreciative followers.  His lectures and 
courses were interesting, entertaining and always well attended. He encouraged   
involvement from his students and many projects and publications grew out of his 
lecture courses.  Getting people to actually ‘do history’ was as important to Alan as 
communicating his own knowledge.  Sheila Graham, one of Alan’s students        
remembers him “as an extraordinarily gifted and inspirational teacher, whose breadth 
and depth of knowledge was stunning.  He communicated with a lightness of touch 
and grasp of quirky detail that made an audience feel included in the uncovering of the 
history he was retelling. ... Even better was to go on a history walk with Alan, to hear 
him conjure history from the very stones of a building, or explore how the details of 
its interior shed light on life in the past.” 

Alan was a recognisable figure in his traditional schoolmaster’s tweeds, Oxford 
brogues, and his 1950s Rover and people loved him for his eccentricities.  He loved 
practical work and lavished innumerable hours looking after his cherished vehicle.  He 
was also a keen walker and spent his holidays walking in hill country, often sleeping 
out in the wilds, protected by nothing more than a waterproof sleeping bag.  He was a 
great companion to his friends, a master of conversation, a polymath whose wide 
knowledge could turn seemingly any topic into a source of fascination.  In the pub or 
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at dinner Alan was always delightful company.  His views about education and   
politics were passionately held.  He had a deference for grammar schools, and all they 
stood for.  But his cynicism of the political elite prevented him from entering politics 
himself. 

He was close to his family, particularly his sister, Helen, and her children; and was 
immensely proud of Jason, his nephew, a student at Aberdeen University.  He enjoyed 
spending time with his family, especially during Christmas and on summer holidays.  
Simple pleasures such as walking, long days spent on less than tropical beaches, and 
long train rides were undoubtedly some of his happiest moments.  Alan stayed with 
his sister during his final illness and faced death with great courage and immense 
dignity.  He died on 10th February 2015 aged 61. 

Saddleworth has lost a much loved friend and inspiring teacher, and our loss is greater 
because of his premature death.  Alan enriched so many lives and has left a lasting 
legacy, not only in his writings but the hearts and minds of all those who knew him. 

Mike Buckley 
Publications 
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OBITUARY 
 
Stanley Broadbent 
1930-2015 

Stanley was born in Oldham on the 5th of October 1930, the only son of Arthur and 
Annie Broadbent; his father the engineer employed at the Oldham Royal Hospital.  
Stanley was brought up in Chadderton and attended Chadderton Grammar School.  It 
soon became clear that he had inherited his father’s taste for engineering and he    
started his first job at sixteen in the drawing office of Heating Engineers, H. Cheetham 
and Co. Ltd. 

He was called up for National Service in 1952 and after coming out of the forces in 
1954 Stanley and Elsie were married.  For a while they lived in Windsor but after a 
few months they moved North again, Stanley getting a job with Shell Mex in        
Manchester.   He soon qualified as a Chartered Engineer and obtained membership of 
two professional institutes becoming a Fellow of the both the Institute of Heating and 
Ventilation Engineers and the Institute of Fuel. 

He moved to Saddleworth in 1960 and left Shell in 1981 to work for a firm of      
consulting engineers.  Two years later he joined Oldham Council where he stayed 
until his retirement in 1995. 

Stanley had a wide range of interests.  Jazz was a life long passion and for many years 
he organised jazz evenings to raise funds for the Saddleworth Museum.   Always the 
life and soul of the party, Stanley would often play Jazz on the piano at social       
gatherings and lead an impromptu sing song. 

Oldham Chronicle 

Stanley 
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Local history was another of his passions.  In the autumn of 1966 Elsie and Stanley 
heard of the formation of the Saddleworth Historical Society.  It was not long before 
they joined and for over forty years both Elsie and Stanley played active roles on the 
committee, Stanley as Vice-Chairman and Elsie as Membership Secretary.   Stanley’s 
enthusiasm was a major factor in launching the many new ventures embarked on by 
the Society during this period.   He played a key role in the Society’s publications 
projects and his draughtsman skills were put to good effect in producing some       
excellent sketches which were used to illustrate the Society’s Local Interest Trails. 

Stanley was also on the committee for the Huddersfield Canal Society and helped 
organise the 1995 Saddleworth Canal Festival.  He also played an active part in the 
Historical Society’s project to restore the Transhipment Warehouse at Woolroad.   

Stanley suffered from Multiple Sclerosis but he was a fighter and refused to let his 
illness get in the way of his career or of pursuing his interests.  His determination and 
sense of right and wrong made him a formidable campaigner.  Newly retired, he was 
outraged at the sequestration of the public land in front of the Commercial Inn.  The 
‘Save our Square’ campaign was launched with Stanley at the helm.   Letters to the 
press were written, politicians lobbied, old deeds examined, and lawyers consulted.   
The campaign rumbled on until 2000 when an amicable agreement was reached that 
removed the wall that had caused all the trouble and returned the land to public     
ownership.   Uppermill Square was also renovated at the same time thanks to a grant 
from English Heritage.  It was a win-win all round. 

For many years Stanley organised a Museum Real Ale Festival.  Friday evenings at 
the White Hart at Lydgate were also a regular social event.   About this time an early 
nineteenth century antique oil painting of a cock fight at Lydgate, that had hung on 
the wall of the pub since time immemorial, was stolen.  Stanley remembered that a 
black and white photograph of the painting had appeared in one of Ammon 
Wrigley’s books and, applying his artistic skills, from this he went about producing a 
full size copy of the original in oils.  The painting was presented to the pub and is 
now again proudly on the wall of the old tap room. 

In summing up the man it’s hard to do justice to his many contributions to            
Saddleworth, to his talents, his charm, his infectious enthusiasm and his warm and 
friendly nature.   We have all suffered a great loss but Stanley’s legacy will always 
be remembered fondly by all of us who knew him. 

After a long illness Stanley died on 16th March 2015.  He leaves his wife, Elsie, and 
daughter Melanie. 

Mike Buckley 



 

 

 

 



 

 


