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SADDLEWORTH'S CRIMEAN PEACE
DEMONSTRATION 1856

Peter Fox

1. Introduction

It is not the intention of this article to focus the history of the Crimean War itself
as this is well written in other sources. Sufficesay the Crimean War developed in
1854 because of an argument between the FrencRuwasglan religious fraternities
over who should have access and right to holy aretie Middle East, namely
Nazareth and Jerusalem, though tensions in Euragp®&en high over this area with
the threat of Russia expanding its borders. lablytdiscussions turned to
arguments, which turned to violence, which resultedeath on both sides. The
resultant war was to last two years of horror fbsiaes, for the British it led to the
infamous ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ and the sarly disastrous Battle of
Balaclava. It was with great relief that some nelskance of peace came with the end
of the war with the capture of Sebastopol beingdkesignificant fight. Peace terms
were agreed in February 1856 in Vienna and thé fieace agreed at the Congress
of Paris (28th February to 13th March 1856) whiesuited in the Treaty of Paris.

The end of the war was of course a great reli¢fieacountry and a celebration for all
that peace had come. In most places celebratiens keld and Saddleworth was no
exception to this but the inhabitants were noeir fof criticizing the war:

“The inhabitants of the district were among thestito call a public meeting to discuss and
condemn the official bungling which caused the tdsmne half of our brave army in the
Crimea, and now, when the blessings of peace are about to be publicly proclaimed, it is to be
hoped will, in like manner, send forth their healttigratitude to Divine Providence, for
having removed the direful scourge of wat.”

During the first week of May 1856 there appeareniad Saddleworth a number of
placards respectively inviting those inhabitantSatidleworth to attend a public
meeting at the Commercial Inn, Uppermill on Satyrdee 10th May to take into
consideration the best mode of having a public destration throughout the whole

of the district in view of the end of the war.wlas proposed that a Committee was to
be appointed to make the necessary arrangements.

The minutes of the first meeting at the Commeraiathe 10th are duly recorded:

“At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Saddleworthwemed by placard and held at the
Commercial Inn on Saturday the 10th May at 5 o’klocthe evening. Mr W.K. Schofield in
the chair.”

“Resolved that the proclamation of peace in Saddi¢hwbe accompanied by a public
demonstration.”

“That the demonstration be on the 29th inst. [Mayld that Mr Thornton the Sheriff's
officer be requested to postpone the proclamailbthat day.”

! Huddersfield Chronicle & West Yorkshire Advertisey,May 1856.
2 Saddleworth Museum Archives M/CPC/1.
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“That the following Gentlemen be, and they are bgrappointed a Committee (with power
to add to their numbers) to carry out the arrangetseof the said demonstration.”

“That the said Committee hold their first meetiriglae house of Mr Thomas Lawton, Swan
Inn, Dobcross on Thursday the 15th instant at sevetock in the evening.”

“That circulars be forthwith — printed and sentitembers of the said Committee, informing
them of their appointment, and the day, hour, dadegof their meeting.”

“That Mr R.J.R. Bradbury of Kinders be, and he &dby appointed, back as Secretary to
the said Committee.”

“That the Committee consist of the following Gemiga three of who are to constitute a
Quorum.”

The meeting held on the 10th left just over two keeentil the day decided for the
proclamation which was Thursday the 29th May ardehvas to be vigorous work
carried out by the committee to fulfil the eve#t.letter was duly sent to the High
Sheriff inviting him to the proceeding to make fasmal announcement on the
declaration of peace. The invitation was duly atee though according to the letter
the date had originally been planned for Whit Fyidat he accepted the new
arrangements providing that he only attended femtlorning as he had a prior
engagement for the afternoon.

The committee, once established, launched intevkat with great efficiency and
enthusiasm covering all aspects of the event.a# at an early stage decided to
invite the whole of the secret orders including @adfellows, Royal Foresters,
Ancient Druids and Modern Druids. It was decidgdhe Committee that each
would wear an appropriate piece of regalia presiyradebrating the Saddleworth
Peace Demonstration: 221 were worn at a cost tG€tmemittee of £12-8s-3d.

The Committee for the event sent letters out tth&llSaddleworth Sunday schools
inviting them to attend and asking how many childneere expected. The accounts
give us the figures that in actual fact an astougaiumber of 1,957 children
attended the procession with 317 teachers at ao€tis¢ committee of £60-13s-11d
as each pupil was presented with the sum 4d aridteacher 1shilling.

The Committee decided that for those Saddleworthidrover sixty years each
would be treated to a lunch and this task was daségl an appropriate sub-
committee to undertake the arrangement which waslisequently involve fifteen
of our local pubs and inns with 449 dinners beiewyad on the day of the peace
demonstration at a total cost to the Committee-¥28d.

In regard to those employed the date of the evastawvorking day so letters were
dispatched to the local mill owners though manthete were well represented on
the Committee:

“That a circular be forwarded to the merchants, Imlvners and manufacturers in the
District of Saddleworth respectfully requestingrtht® close their works on the 29th inst. for
the purpose of giving the workpeople and childreropportunity of joining in the
procession to be formed on the occasion of peaicg Ipeoclaimed in the Township?”

Though the majority of mills supported the evemréhwere a couple that declined to
let the workforce out for the event. A letter fr&pring Head Mills, Lees on the

3 Committee Meeting, 22 May 1856, Saddleworth Muséunhives M/CPC/1.
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immediate border of Saddleworth pointed out thatrttajority of mills in that area
were continuing to work.

The interior of George Shaw's house at St Chadipetill,
showing some of his collection. [Saddleworth Mused/P/Um]

Preparations included a request for the loan afuple of pieces of antique armour
and weapons from the collection of Mr George Sha®tdChad’s, who duly entered
into the event with enthusiasm, no doubt, educdtie@pprentices in the art of
wearing armour and the use of antique weaponsth&laccounts telling us that two
men were paid five shillings each for the wearihgrcient armour and ten of his
apprentices one shilling each for the carryingrafient weapons.

Patriotism wasn’t forgotten:

“That — a sufficient number of flag staffs be paed by purchase or otherwise at the
expense of the Committee to be used for the fiagtyReft for the occasion by Messrs
Whitehead and that the thanks of the Committeavies go Messrs Whitehead for the loan
of the flag4s and to Mr Grisdale for having voluregbto see their proper arrangement and
disposal.”

The flags came from the company of Messrs Whitelieaidworked from Royal
George Mill.

The route of the procession seems to have causeetisiong of a debate with the
Committee and it was a probably a little over ambi in its ‘mileage’ as the route
was Dobcross, Delph, thence by Star Inn, Lydgaselddns, Shaw Hall to Uppermill
again — the climb up to Lydgate and down to Hadaemthe Stockport Road seemed
ambitious. It was finally altered:

*ibid.
®ibid.
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“That — the previous resolution describing the maind starting place of the procession be
rescinded.”

“That — the meeting place be at Delph at 10 o'cléd®¥ and that the procession form and
move at 11 o’clock on the 29th inst proceeding ftbemce by way of Gatehead, Dobcross,
Tamewater, Wallhill, Newhouses, Lydgate, Shaw &tedl Uppermill.”

2. The Grand Demonstration

The celebration or as it appears to have been mpaearily referred to the
‘demonstration’ took place on Thursday"2day, 1856. Without doubt the best
account of the event is written in the newspapéthetime. The fact that 4,000
people are said to have attended and been invoivib@ event gives some
impression of the popularity of the event with tbeal people.

“PEACE REJOICINGS AT SADDLEWORTH
(ACCOUNT OF THE PROCESSIONY

“GRAND DEMONSTRATION”

“The proceedings in Saddleworth for the celebratidpeace, which were originally
intended to be held on Whit Monday, but postpomeitl Thursday last, were carried out in
the township on that day in a manner which far asged the highest expectations of the
most sanguine. The success of the proceedingmaiaty attributable to the energy and
zeal of W.K. Schofield, Esq., of Heathfields (Upply, chairman of the committee, and the
active and efficient secretary and committee apedino carry out the arrangements.

A general invitation was issued inviting all seavedlers, Sunday schools, and the
inhabitants generally to join in a procession or thtcasion, and it was responded to in a
manner which must have surprised any strangeringsthe township. The procession
which was marshalled by J.H. Whitehead, Esq., offfside, was formed in Delph, in the
following order:-”

“Marshall and two assistants on horseback.
The Pensioners of the township, in a wagon, wiéhaind drum.
Knights, in armour of burnished steel.
Sheriffs, Deputy and Chief Constable.
Constables.

Sunday Schools of all denominations.
Band.

Committee of Management.

Magistrates, Clergy, and Churchwardens.

Gentry.

Masonic Body, in carriages.
Band.

Oddfellows.

Band.

Foresters.

Band.

Ancient Druids.
Inhabitants.”

“The morning was rather dark and gloomy. The lavd @hreatening clouds hung heavily
on the hills; but eventually the sun burst out, and the day was all that could be desired.”

® Huddersfield Chronicle & West Yorkshire Advertjss May 1856.
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“The days proceedings commenced about eight a.rihdosinging of the bells of the Parish
Church, and Christ’s Church, Friezland, and the various bodies having mustered, at about
ten o’clock a.m., Mr Thornton of Huddersfield, Sieeriff's deputy, in a most clear and
distinct voice, read Her Majesty’s proclamationpaface from the steps of the Pack horse
Inn, at Old Delph; suitably hymns were then sung, concluding with the National Anthem, Mr
David Hirst acting as conductor. The processicertifiormed into marching order,
proceeding by New Delph to Dobcross, where the ssremony was repeated — we may
remark, however, that the singing was much belttan &t Delph — from thence by
Woolroad, the procession went to Uppermill, whezaqe was again proclaimed, and the
hymns sung in a very creditable manner.”

“The procession then proceeded by way of GreenSgddion, Royal George school,
Ridding, Nook Steer, Road End, and returned to tpile where the hymns and National
Anthem were again sung in splendid style. The Mdngroposed three cheers for the
Queen, which were given in a thrilling manner byeaist 4,000 persons as assembled, then
followed three cheers for Prince Albert and the &d@amily, the Crimean heroes present,
the Army and Navy &c., &c., and the assembldgpeised, the lodges to their respective
meeting rooms, and the scholars to their schoa@lshé¢o partake of good things. A good
dinner was provided for the pensioners, and forgighabitant above the age of 60 years.
Some idea may be formed of the extent of the wioredy those acquainted with the
locality, when it stated, that as the first partssentering Dobcross, the later part was still
in Delph, and when in full marching order they abubt have extended less than a mile and
a half. The whole were enlivened by six splenditts of music, and flags  innumerable,
many of which were kindly furnished by the Medafisitehead, of Southside. The line of
(the) march was also profusely decorated with flalgsvery description, and at the entrance
to Uppermill, the procession passed under a sptypdecorated Triumphal Arch, erected
by Doctor Blackburn, near to his own house. Therpedings passed off in a highly
satisfactory manner, without the slightest accigdant afforded a scene to the thousand of
spectators such as had never before been witndssee: oldest person in the district. In
the evening a most social and harmonious meetirgghsld by the Independent Order of
Oddfellows in their lodge-room, the Commercial Ibippermill. Aitken of Ashton-under-
Lyne, James Shaw of Knowl, and James Pontefratippérmill, contributed much to the
evenings entertainment, by making appropriate rdsmar responding to the various toasts
given; and Mr Thompson of Mossley was happy in his selection of suitable songs, which he
sang in a suitable manner. Mr Aitkin, in respondiaghe toast of “Oddfellowship”,
delivered a most interesting address, which wevarg sorry, cannot be noticed at great
length. Mr James Shaw of Knowl, responded to tasttof the committee of the peace
demonstration, of which he was a most active menalner concluded a lucid and energetic
speech by proposing the health of W.K.Schofigdd,,Ehe chairman of the committee, who
had stood through them through evil report and goeubrt, and had succeeded in getting
up the grandest demonstration ever seen in thatatis The toast was drunk with musical
honours, and three cheers for his good lady, Milso8eld. The chairman responded to the
toast in a manner which excited the most raptuapsause. The evening’s convivial
sociality was concluded by the band playing thadwal Anthem. Uppermill, which may be
called the metropolis of Saddleworth, was partidllyminated in the evening. Mr
Pontefract, the proprietor of the gas works, haghgparencies and devices in front of his
house. To sum up the whole it was a grand dagjofaing in Saddleworth, which every
one, enjoyed. There was neither drunkenness nootrer unpleasant thing to mar the
grandeur of the movement.”

The popularity of the event, it appears, wasnteted by all in Saddleworth though
it would have only been a small minority:

“There is however one remark which we must be edusaking. Messrs John Hirst and
Sons, of Walk and Fozzards Mill, near Dobcross,mditlapprove of the peace
demonstration, and every one will accord to theertht of thinking as they please. They
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Hrogramme of the Procession
PROCLAMATION OF PEACE
BY THE SHERIFF'S DEPUTY,
IN THE TOWNSHIP ©F SADPDLEWORTH,
County of Vork,
MAY 29r1H, 1856.

To muster at Ten o'clock, at Delph, and move, not later

than Eleven, in the following order :— b
MARSHAL AND TWO :EEEISTANTS ON HORSEBACK.
ND.

CRIMEAN HEROES ON HORSEBACK.
PENSIONERS IN A WAGON.
YEOMEN IN ANCIENT ARMOUR.
SAERIFF'S DEPUTY AND CHIEF CONSTABLE.
CONSTABLES.

SUNDAY SCHOLARS.
BAND.

GENTRY.
COMMITTEE.
CHURCHWARDENS.
CLERGY.
MAGISTRATES.
MASONIC BODY,

ODD FELLOWS.
FORESTERS.

ANCIENT DRUIDS.
MODERN DRUIDS.
SHEPHERDS,
GARDENERS.

BAND.
INHABITANTS.

Peace will be proclaimed at Delph by the Sheriff’s Deputy, at
10. 30. and followed immediately by Singing of Hymns and
the National Anthem; march, at eleven, by Gatehead to Dob-
cross, where the same ceremony will again take place; after
which, to proceed by Wall Hill to the Star Inn, and down the
Turnpike Road to Lydgate, thence by Shaw Hall to Uppermill,
where the same ceremony as at Delph and Dobeross will be
repeated, and the procession will terminate.

J. H. WHITEHEAD, MARSHAL.

Programme of the Procession [Saddleworth Museurhides, M/CPC/20]
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had, however a large black flag hung out at their mill; we suppose to prove the truth of the
remark that there is generally one black sheep lerge flock. We think their exhibition was
in bad taste, because it was placed where the whole of the procession could see it; and we
cannot think that the hostile opinion of one filmrpublic movement should be displayed in a
vexatious way as was done on this occasion. Ittnhighe led to bad results. However, the
good sense of the public was evinced in their imgathe intended insult with the contempt
which it deserved. We doubt not the firm will hgaegned an unenviable designation by their
movement.”

3. The Accounts

One of the documents that makes a fitting conctusaahis article and a fascinating
read is the accounts that were produced by thel@addh Peace Demonstration
Committee showing that the money that had beeedell had been appropriately
spent and accounted for. The accounts also gi@ecinating insight into aspects of
the procession. It is interesting that the accouote that all the toll bars the
procession passed through were paid the appromabeint which in view of the
event being to celebrate the recent peace is surgri

“The Saddleworth Peace Demonstration Committee pp. & with Mr Blackburn the

Treasurer.”

To Mr Taylor Brook, Delph for printing stationeryd posting £5 1s 8d
John Schofield, Uppermill for 3,000 hymns E2 3d
Hutchinson & Backhouse for 800 Dinner tickets 15s 0Od
Grisedale to delivering Circulars £1 1s 0Od
R.J.R. Bradbury to Paper, Envelopes & Postage 3s 8d

Total for Stationery &c. £10 1s 7d
To Saddleworth Brass Band £7 O0s 0Od
Shepherds Band, Staley Bridge £8 0Os 0Od
expenses attending the event £5 0cbs
Dobcross Band 10 performances @ 5sh £2 10s 0Od
Castleshaw (Band) 13 performances @ 5sh £8 0
Jerry Schofield Fife & Drum pensioners wagon 14s Od
Total for Music £21 14s 0Od

To Ringers at Saddleworth Church £1 0Os Od

Ringers at Friezland Church £1 0Os Od
Total for Ringers £2 0s 0Od

To Mark Broadbent hire of wagon for pensioners ps 0Od
ribbon for hemming waggon 6s 2d
rosettes for waggon horses 4s 0Od

Total for Pensioners wagon £1 10s 2d

To Tolls at Gatehead Bar (Delph) 4s 5d
Woolroad Bar (Dobcross) 8s 12d
Wellyhole Bar (Greenfield) 9s od
Cotemeadow Bar 9s 7d
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Frenches Bar (Greenfield) 10s 11d
Total for Tolls £2 2s10d
To Hutchinson for flag staff 10s 8d
J. & J. Hall for tops for flag staff 28d
Total for Flags £0 13s 4d
To Dan Lees for horse for Deputy Sheriff gig ad
Joseph Ashton 2s 6d
Hutchinson & Backhouse for rosettes for horse 1s 1d
Total expenses of Deputy Sheriff 7s 7d

To John Degnah(Crimean Pensioner) 1x days wage & expenses odSis 6d
Dan Lees, Horse for 4s 0Od

Total for Crimean Pensioner £1 3s 6d
To Mr George Shaw 2x men clothed in ancient armour 10s 0Od
11x apprentices carrying ancient weapons of war 10s 0Od
8x Constables allowed 2s each 16s 0Od
David Hirst leader of the singing 5s 0d
Total £1 7s 0d
To 0Odd Fellows expense of regalia 3s 6d
allowance to 112 bars at 1sh each £5 12s 0Od
Royal Foresters 50 £2 10s Od
Ancient Druids 28 £1 8s 0Od
Modern Druids 31 £1 11s Od
expenses of regalia £1 4s 0Od
Total expenses of Regalia £12 8s 6d
To Diggle Bridge School 222 scholars @ 4d each 143 0d
50 teachers @ 1s each £2 10s 0Od
share of surplus £1 7s 9
Boarshurst School 159 scholars @ 4d £2 Q8s
share of surplus 19s 10d
Bridge House School 144 scholars @ 4d £2 0@s
46 teachers @ 1s £2 6s 0d
share of surplus 18s 0d
Wharmton School 110 scholars @ 4d £1 16s 6d
20 teachers @ 1s £1 Os 0Od
share of surplus 13s 9d

" Serving with the 7th Foot (Royal Fusiliers) hesweounded at the Battle at the River Alma, 20th
September 1854: [http://www.britishmedals.us/fiteisndf.htm]. He was working, as a guard, for
LNWR, on the Delph branch line: [Saddleworth Musedirohives, M/CPC/10].
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Friezland School 340 children @ 4d £5 13s 4d
33 teachers @ 1s £1 13s 0Od
share of surplus £2 2s 6d

Friarmere School 178 scholars @ 4d £2 19s 4d
21 teachers @ 1s £1 1s 0Od
share of surplus £1 2s Od

Delph Wesleyan School 202 scholars @ 4d £3 4ds
32 teachers @ 1s £112s Od
share of surplus £1 5s 3d

Uppermill Wesl Sch 202 scholars @ 4d £3 4
56 teachers @ 1s £2 16s 0Od
share of surplus £1 5s 3d

Greenfield Wesl Sch 187 scholars @ 4d £3 48s
share of surplus £1 3s 4d

Delph Indep Sch 79 scholars @ 4d £1 6s 4d
17 teachers @ 1s 17s 0d
share of surplus 9s 10d

Uppermill Indep Sch 110 scholars @ 4d £116@s O
42 teachers @ 1s £2 2s 0d
share of surplus 13s 9d

Poor House School 24 pupils @ 4d 8s 0d
share of surplus 3s 0d

1957 scholars — 317 teachers at Total expense of 0188 11d
At the Gate Inn, Weakey 57 dinners, old peopleath £3 3s 9d
Horse & Jockey, Bleakhey NK. 43 £2 98s
Church Inn 40 £2 10s 0Od
Woolpack Inn, Dobcross 50 £3 6s 3d
Pack Horse Inn, Delph 17 £1 1s 3d
Swan Inn, Delph 16 £1 0Os 0d
White Lion Inn, Delph 16 £1 Os Od
Rose & Crown Inn, Delph 15 18s 9d
Bull's Head Inn, Delph 14 17s 6d
Hare & Hounds Inn, Uppermill 37 £2 6s 3d
Granby Arms, Uppermill 31 £1 18s 9d
Globe Hotel, Uppermill 27 £1 13s 9d
Railway Inn, Frenches 32 £2 0s 0d
King William 1V, Road End 26 £1 12s 6d
Cotton Tree Inn, Ridding 31 £1 18s 9d
Total Number of dinners 449 at a Total Cost £28 3d
Messrs W.K. Schofield & Co. for distribution amsitine poor £2 19s Od
Thos. Garsdale & Co. £1 16s 6d
Thos. Wood & Co. £1 10s 6d

R. J. Bradbury & Co. 16s 2d
Charles Harrop & Co. £1 1s 9d
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J. H. Whitehead & Co. £1 15s 0Od
Joseph Gartside & Co. £1 5s 0d
Total for distribution amongst the poor £1% 1d

Receipts from
Messrs. W.K. Schofield & Co., Uppermill DivisiohLordsmere £40 1s 0Od

Tho. Grisdale & Co., Harrop Dale £25 3s 6d
Thomas Wood & Co., Dobcross £21 0Os 0Od
R.J. Bradbury & Co., Greenfield £11 2s 6d
Total from £97 17s 0Od
J.H. Whitehead & Co., Lower Div., Shaw £24 Obb
Charles Harrop & Co., Higher Div., Shaw £15 0d
Total from £39 1s 0d
Joseph Gartside & co., Delph, Friarmere dis. £17 5s 6d
Total from £17 5s 6d

“We the undersigned have examined the foregoinguiat€and found them correct.

Chas. Whitehead

Robert Whitehead”

References

This article was originally inspired by the Crimeg@eace Celebration collection in
Saddleworth Museum Archives: [M/CPC]. The newspapferences were sourced
in the on-line collection of newspapers held bydashire Library and mostly came
from theHuddersfield Chronicle & West Yorkshire Advertiser

8 Saddleworth Museum Archives, M/CPC/24
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A GRIM DIARY OF SADDLEWORTH -4

Paul Fryer

July 13 1909 - About 1 pm Mrs Preece, wife of Tlaspmavvy, of Lane Head,
Greenfield, put her 2 year old son, William, to padd about 3.20 pm she went
upstairs and fetched the baby, which lay in theeshad downstairs. About 3.30 pm
John Hawkins, a neighbour, saw the Preeces’ bedtodra on fire. He at once went
there, and found the bedroom full of smoke. Thgwas lying dead between the
wall and the bed, his body being partially charrétie curtains and bedclothes had
practically been all consumed by the flames. Atlasequent inquest a jury returned
a verdict of death through accidental burnings thought the lad had obtained some
matches to play with.

July 14 1916 - Pte Walter Burgess from Shaw HallBRoad, Greenfield, of the
Manchester Regiment, was Killed in action at Bandn¢ Petit. His name appears
on the Royal George Memorial and at Pots and PAlsn killed was Pte James
Wild, who was born in Uppermill, and lived at Figfhuse, Scouthead. He has no
known grave, but his name is commemorated on thepVal Memorial.

July 15 1910 - At the Leeds Assizes Gordon Holrs?dl, a spinner, pleaded guilty
to breaking into the house of Hannah Platt, at Avséy and stealing a gentlemen’s
watch and other articles to the value of £5 8s; stealing a sum of 5d in money from the
house of James Platt, also of Ambrose; and the theft of 2 keys, the property of John
Schofield, of Carr Lane, Delph, valued at 2s 6tie Thefts were all committed on
June 24. They were not Horsfall's first offenc&ut in mitigation it was noted that
there had been no violence. He was sentencedimnghs’ imprisonment with hard
labour.

July 16 1906 - The Oldham Chronicle reported @gbssible suicide of Eliza
Mackay, near the Old Original, Scouthead. An irsjeenfirmed this. There was
some gossip that the death of this young womanhmag been more than suicide,
but nothing ever came of it. She is now reputelaant the Inn, and ghostly
screams have been heard in the lanes surrounding it

July 17 1912 - A painful injury was sustained bp&t Hampson, a weaver at
Bankfield Mill, Dobcross. Whilst at his work hisma got caught and was severely
torn by a set of cog wheels. He needed 12 stitchése wound.

July 18 1886 - On Sunday morning, shortly befaem a female tramp, name not
given, staying at Robert’s Lodging House, Delphsweized with a sudden illness,
and died within a few minutes. The woman arriveR@bert’'s house, with her
husband, on Friday, and was then, to all appeasantéhe enjoyment of good
health, and so continued until the time stated RBinerts pronounced that the
probable cause of death to be heart disease. ddeaded is said to have been a
native of Sheffield.

July 19 1887 - Shortly after 5 pm a serious actiti@ppened to a young woman
named Polly Lord, who resides in Salem. The youoman is a reeler in the
employ of Springhead Spinning Company. It is stdbat there is a way from the
reeling room by a number of planks to a railwayrgdin the milliard, and from the
milliard there is a single plank erected to thergd It was down this plank the
young woman was proceeding, carrying with her p skintaining cotton waste. In
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doing so she missed her footing, and fell a comalde height to the ground. On
being picked up it was found that she had receassdrious fracture to her foot, and
she was taken by cab to Oldham Infirmary.

July 20 1909 - The body of an unknown man wasdaarthe canal at Greenfield.

It had been ascertained that he entered the vidlagbe previous afternoon and
found employment with Fred Garlick as a haymaktée. was last seen alive near the
canal bridge at 10 pm. He was around 35 yeargaf a

July 21 1913 - Harry Hodges, a printer at the DamsVale Printworks met with a
painful accident. By some means or other he gohlind caught in the rollers of his
machine, and but for the coolness and presencenaf im stopping it, he would
undoubtedly have suffered even more seriously tharcrushed hand he sustained.

July 22 1914 - Robert Cartwright appeared bef@add&worth Magistrates charged
with being drunk and disorderly at Diggle on JuBy ISupt Daniel said the man was
qualifying for the blacklist. It was his third aggrance of the year, and another
would render him liable to be refused beer atiediised premises, or also to be sent
away to an inebriates’ home for 3 years. Cartvirvghs fined 15s.

July 23 1913 - A charge of using obscene languaageupheld against Joel
Heywood, 20, of Lees at Saddleworth Police CoB& Jackson stated that the
offence took place in Oldham Road, Springhead,ubyd, Heywood being under
the influence of drink. A fine of 10s and cost waposed.

July 24 1912 - William Hilton, Charles Hunter awthlter Brown were brought
before the juvenile court charged with playing fwat on the highway at
Springhead. The cases were dismissed on the payi®gs costs.

July 25 1889 - An accident happened to a young maamed Robert Hoyle of Lees.
Whilst following his employment as a piecer at M¥.Booth’s Springhead Mill the

driving strap of the mule broke, and in its fulught Robert at the back of the neck,
knocking him to the floor. His injuries kept hinff ork for a few days.

July 26 1911 - At Saddleworth Police Court Ada tashof Church Road,
Uppermill, was the complainant in a charge of comrassault preferred against
Mary Burke of The Square, Uppermill. Ashton sdid assault had taken place in
the lobby of the Commercial Inn. She had beenitggthe Inn around 10.25 pm
when the landlord had put Burke out, Burke sayireg she would swing for him.
She then pushed Ashton’s head into a wall. Undestipning from the defence
Ashton admitted that she had not heard from hebpdmns for 25 years, him having
gone to America, and that she had been living ®iitke’s husband, and had had
children by him. She had taunted Burke on manwsions. The magistrates
dismissed the case saying that both were as beacasother.

July 27 1908 - An inquest was held at Doctor L&okool, Scouthead, concerning
the death of Clara, aged 2 years, the daughterrghiand Elizabeth France of
Upperhouse Farm, High Moor. Elizabeth said thar&had met with an accident
on July 23, and had died at 2.30 am the followiag. dMally Askew, Clara’s aunt,
said that Clara had been playing with her brotHaryy, aged 3 years, at the back of
the house. About 3.45 pm Harry had run into theskosaying that Clara had ‘fallen
into the coal.” Mally ran out of the house andrfduhat Clara had fallen 10 feet into
the hole where the coal was kept. Clara was takerthe house unconscious. Dr
Wakeham was called and said that Clara was sufféromm concussion. The jury
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returned a verdict, ‘That death was caused by janyimo the head of the deceased,
who had accidentally fallen into a coal place.’

July 28 1795 - Richard Broom, a baker from Oldhasgd to take his loaves by
caravan to Delph during the Bread Riots. On thiglie was met near the village by
a mob of women who emptied his van. They soldtiead at 2d per pound, and
gave the money to Broom.

July 29 1916 - Pte Herbert Baldwin, 20, was killeéction. He had lived in
Oldham Road, Springhead. Also killed in action Wés James Widdop, who had
worked at Slackcote Mills, who died in 1918.

July 30 1889 - An accident occurred to a boy nafRred Schofield, who resides in
Dobcross, and was employed at Messrs Hutchinsolfingiworth and Co’s
Dobcross Loomworks. It appeared that Fred wasingrabout the shop when he
fell on the saw table and cut his left leg on thie $or about an inch and a half. He
was taken to Dr Ramsden, who dressed the woundhemds taken home.

July 31 1917 - Pte William Firth was in the 2ndtBhon, Lincolnshire Regiment,
and was killed in action. He was born in Saddlé¢tvand enlisted in Huddersfield.

AUGUST

August 1 1906 - At the Saddleworth Police Coudd=Bwailes was proved guilty of
allowing a dog to remain at large without a muzzieollar, and was fined 2s 6d.

August 2 1904 - A thrill of horror ran through @rdield when the sad news went
round that Michael Hopkins, the well-known and ested traffic inspector at the
railway station had been knocked down and serianglyed by the 8.10 Greenfield
to Oldham train. For 36 years he had served t&eNW Railway at Greenfield, and
now, when nearing the close of his honourable seraiterrible accident put an end
to his career.

August 3 1908 - At Saddleworth magistrates Marig@rector, a tramp, was sent to
prison for 14 days’ hard labour for begging in D&gg

August 4 1898 - The fortnightly meeting of the 8laevorth Board of Guardians
heard from the Chairman, Mr J.W. Haigh, that teedif pauperism had been issued
and he was pleased to see that Saddleworth steddvilest in the Riding. Mr F.W.
Mallalieu said they seemed to get a great deahgfants in Saddleworth. He had
been looking over the lists and had found thabimes districts the numbers of
vagrants had been reduced by one-half by enfolmatiging. They did not seem to
like bathing.

August 51908 - Mr E.H. Hill, coroner, held an amy at Friezland School,
touching on the death of Samuel Bradbury, 13, $ammes, a farm labourer of
Shaw Hall Bank. James said his son had been id lgealth for the past 4 years, but
had previously suffered from inflammation of thedu He became ill in the early
morning of August 2, and began vomiting. Brandygwedministered, and at noon,
Dr Stonehouse was called. The sickness passe8abutel continued to suffer from
considerably relaxed bowels. He died at 9.45 prAwgust 3. He had been
conscious for only short periods during his illnes&ary, his mother, said that her
son had told a neighbour that he had eaten a ple athSaddleworth cricket ground.
Stonehouse said that death was due to heart cellafise symptoms were well
marked, and pointed to ptomaine poisoning. Sudsopang could occur from eating
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fresh meat. He had 3 other cases with similar $gmp, and he knew another
doctor who had 4 or 5 such cases. He had fourichlhthe cases originated from
the eating of pies sold to shops by Messrs Fidh¥lossley. He believed the high
temperatures of the previous week had affectedniet used in the pies. The jury
returned a verdict that death was due to ptomaisoping, due to the pie eaten by
the deceased.

August 6 1879 - At the Petty sessions in Upper@iilarles Buckley of Weakey was
charged with wilfully doing damage to certain poliéee property of Ann Holden, of
the same place. Ann said that on May 14 she swigkdand by auction, and desired
that some poles should remain there during heutabtife.” On July 28 Buckley
went to her and said he would pull the poles up.ubked bad language to her, pulled
them up, and threw them to the ground. He waseth@nt of the land, but Ann had
told him she reserved the privilege of using thiego Buckley said the new owner,
a Mr Mellor, claimed the poles and had told hinptdl them up. The case was
dismissed as the bench felt they had no jurisdictio

August 7 1907 - At 1 am the night workers in th&ing and willowing department
at Andrew Mills, Greenfield, found themselves empeld with smoke and flames
from a fire in one of the machines. One worker toable dragged out of the room.
The fireproof doors were closed, isolating the.fifldhe mills’ own appliances were
used to control the fire. The Mill was saved.

August 8 1917 - Pte Herbert Mallalieu, servingha 1st Battalion, the E Yorkshire
Regiment, died of his wounds. He was the son dtida and Mary Mallalieu of
Shady Grove, Delph.

August 9 1878 - At the Wool Road Police Office ddtolt, a tramp, was brought
before Mr J Hirst, charged with having been foulegging in a hayloft at Dobcross.
He had been discovered just that morning. Holt seedenced to one months’
imprisonment.

August 10 1909 - A passenger train derailed azfand. The driver, William
Turton and stoker, James Oates were killed, wiphssengers injured.

August 11 1918 - Pte Raymond Ashton was killedation. Before enlisting he
had worked on the family farm at Brown Rough, DegggHe had been wounded at
Cambrai in November 1917.

August 12 1915 - Pte John Buckley was killed iticercat Gallipoli. He had lived
in Boarshurst.

August 13 1902 - At Saddleworth Police Court Vdiii Kaye, landlord of the Globe
Inn, Uppermill, summoning Ernest Schofield for coommassault, first stood as a
witness in another charge preferred against Sdddfe being disorderly and
refusing to quit the hostelry. Kaye said that ko previous Wednesday evening
Schofield came into the house and, though not drkicked up a disturbance and
refused to go. Kaye allowed Schofield to go ifite front lobby to collect his
umbrella and cap. Schofield then threatened ikesktaye, and a struggle occurred.
PC Haigh said he was called to the inn, but Sclibhiad already gone. Kaye was in
great pain, having received a kick to the abdomem fSchofield. Schofield said
that the struggle had been started by the landI8hofield was fined 20s or one
month imprisonment for refusing to leave the immg avas fined £2 and costs or one
month imprisonment for the assault.
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August 14 1907 - Thomas Bourne, an overlookeh@Greenfield Mill Co,
summoned Titus Leach, another workman, before #oellSworth bench, on a
charge of assault. Mr G.P. Fripp, solicitor, dhiat on August 8 Bourne, as
overlooker, had occasion to speak to Leach abeuthlaracter of his work, to which
Leach reacted violently, and hit Bourne in the eljavas agreed that given the
relative ages and physiques of the 2 men thatthssa singularly cowardly act.
Leach, in his defence said that he had been whealbarrow when Bourne had
begun to heap abuse on him. Having had enoughlteaew the barrow down and
turned to tell Bourne to do the job himself. Leacmitted that in doing this he may
have caught Bourne’s eye with his elbow. The Bearmisidered the offence proved,
and fined Leach 10s and costs.

August 15 1906 - At Saddleworth Police Court Agxllings pleaded guilty to a
charge that on July 30 he caused 3 pigs to be rediivgm Oldham to Delph

without getting the necessary provision. He sdidemce had been got in Oldham,
but he did not get one from Saddleworth, thinkimg licence obtained would suffice.
He was fined 2s 6d and witnesses’ expenses.

August 16 1819 - On this day contingents of ‘Rabreformers’ from Saddleworth,
and other districts marched on St Peter’s Fieldpdhaster. They had gone to hear
the radical orator, Henry Hunt. The magistratesdesl to arrest Hunt and the other
speakers. Eventually the militia were sent in. aifbllowed has become known as
Peterloo, with 15 members of the crowd killed. tajse killed, there was Edward
and William Dawson from Saddleworth.

August 17 1908 - At a special police court heldvatol Road, Dobcross, George
Duckworth, a labourer of no fixed abode, was changgh begging in Scouthead.
He was sent to prison for 7 days.

August 18 1917 - Sgt Clifford Garnett, 21, of Bri@jmany, 9th Battalion, the King’s
Royal Rifle Corps, was killed in action at the Batf Langemarck. He lived at
Greenbank, Greenfield, and had worked at the Oalw\ilills. He had enlisted in
1915 and from May to August 1917 had been in habpiiffering from septic
poisoning. He had been awarded the Military Medal.

August 19 1949 - A Dakota on a scheduled fligbtrfrBelfast to Manchester
crashed at the head of Chew Valley, killing 22 pagers.

August 20 1917 - Pte John Langstaff, 29, wasdilleaction. He had lived in
Springhead. Pte J.H. Rhodes, of the 9th Battaliancashire Fusiliers, was killed
by a shell. He lived in Church Road, Uppermill.

August 21 1907 - Some men deem it acceptablejty émemselves by getting
drunk. Such was the thought of James McQuillory wéime before Saddleworth
magistrates on charges of being drunk and disgrdetppermill, on the previous
day. He was fined 10s and costs and, ‘would suealye the court a sadder, if not
wiser, man.’

August 22 1917 - Pte Harold Kenworthy, 27, of Gifeddd, who worked at
Whiteley’s in Huddersfield, was killed at Passchesld while serving in the Seaforth
Highlanders. He had previously been wounded orstirame. His name is on the
Tyne Cot Memorial.

August 23 1918 - Pte James Clark was killed iroactBefore enlisting he had
worked as a doubler at Victoria Mill, UppermilltePEphraim May, 43, was Killed in
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action in 1915. He was a reservist who had woekddobcross Loomworks.

August 24 1904 - John Spicer, a carter for OldiGorporation Waterworks, and
residing at Junction, met with a severe accidefd.had carted a load of hay to the
stables at the Piethorne reservoir, and in theadhhy process the binding of a bale
broke, and he fell backward from the lorry. He vi@sd to have sustained severe
bodily injuries and a bad cut on his head.

August 25 1902 - Before Mr F.W. Mallalieu at Wétdad Police Station, Michael
McDonald was charged with being drunk and disoydierDelph on the previous
Sunday evening. PC Wall said that McDonald hadtbde conveyed to the police
station because of his repeated refusals to stiaig &tdging house. A sentence of
14 days’ imprisonment was passed.

August 26 1887 - John Schofield, 45, was foundidedhe road near Saddleworth
Fold. It seems that at about 5.15 pm John Whittlages coming in the direction of
Uppermill when he saw a hat in the road, and ay@wls on he found the body of
the deceased. He raised the alarm and PC Nightimges fetched. The body was
taken to the Commercial Inn. Schofield had beendi at the Church Inn. He was
said to have been subject to fits, and when foundids quite cold.

August 27 1918 - Pte William Hall, 33, was killedaction. Before enlisting he had
worked at Diggle Paper Mill.

August 28 1903 - Richard Finnigan was charged eabMRoad Police Station before
Mr A Mallalieu with being drunk and disorderly irelph on the previous
Wednesday. PC Mellor proved the case, and inliserece of funds wherewith to
pay the 10s fine imposed, Finnigan was sent t@prisr 14 days.

August 29 1918 - Gunner Walter Wood, 28, was #illeaction. Before enlisting
he was a loom turner at Davidson’s, of Upperntik lived in Greenfield.

Friezland Railway Accident. [Peter Fox collection]
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August 30 1899 - At a meeting of Saddleworth Riatrict Council a letter was
read from Alfred Sykes of Greenfield complainingloé water being supplied by the
Ashton Waterworks Committee to the houses in haallty. The Chairman said this
was a very important matter, and the Medical Offltad spoken to him about it. It
was decided to write to the Waterworks Committe@fory out what residents
thought of the water now being supplied.

August 31 1918 - Pte William Farrand was killecaotion. He lived in Uppermill,
and had worked at Albion Mill. He had enlistedSeptember 1914. Pte Charles
Horne, 25, was killed in action. He lived in Delph
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BOOK REVIEW

The Ebenezer Chronicle
By Barry Whitehead, 2008, ppl154

Every church has a unique story but some churateeare unique than others!
Ebenezer Congregational Church, Uppermill is paldidy unsual. Founded along
with Springhead Chapel by two Methodist laymen wiroed Calvinist and began
open-air preaching around 1800, a small stone ¢thegseopened on High Street in
1807. Poverty forced the sale of the building BlL8 some who had attended
Delph independent Church and it then became thestadra regular Congregational
church pastored by a series of mostly young mirgsteom colleges in Yorkshire or
Manchester. The Congregation grew steadily, tla@pehwas extended and a
separate Sunday school built across the road ieahg 1840s which soon became
too small. In 1851 the congregation averaged 208aye, many more than the
Wesleyans up the road - although three ministezchtitat attendance “is always
much better in summer than in Winter”. In 1873 dhiginal plain chapel was
replaced by a more imposing structure — now the &o@atholic church — on the
same site.

Like so many churches, numbers declined in the tiettncentury and in 1967 the
chapel was sold to the Catholics and services wansferred to the Sunday School
building in School Street. Five years later thaverdecision was taken not to join
United Reform Church, but to remain a Congregati@arch — effectively an
independent congregation.

This is a lively and readable history, which télsnore about the ministers than the
congregation and more about the twentieth cenhag the nineteenth. Throughout
the narrative is enlivened by glimpses of eventhéwider world, ranging from the
death of Napoleon, the first Test Match to the AdreDisaster.

Ministers’ written reminiscences and more recentnmees give us vivid pictures
which make the story come alive: the absolute pede@ Uppermill Sunday

morning in the 1880s, the crowded Sunday Schoginigia cabbage at harvest
festival, the Saddleworth Eisteddfods and thetsinad circumstances of the minister
and his wife in the 1950s until the deacons gaeeith rise of £1 a week.

The book is fully illustrated in colour and blaakdawhite. Particularly striking is
the contrast between the old Ebenezer interior @ 9@l the present Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic arrangement of the same building.

This is an attractive and thought-provoking history

Alan Rose
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Whit walks High Street, Uppermill ¢.1910
Ebenezer Chapel seen on the right. [Peter Foraaih]

Whit walks High Street, Uppermill ¢.1950 [PetexFemllection]
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Whit Friday, Uppermill Square 1950. Maurice Redmanducting.
[Saddleworth Museum Archives, M/P/PUm/22]
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EXTRACTS FROM AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

Gillian Taylor Shaw

General View of Salt Lake City, 1893.

The Salt Lake Herald, Utah, December 18, 1901

Thomas BROADBENT's Burial.

Santaquin, Dec. 16, - The remains of Thomas BROANBRere interred here
today. He died Saturday evening, as a very shiogss, with pneumonia.

He was born in Saddleworth, England, Dec. 29, 188d8,was nearly 68 years
of age. He emigrated to Utah in 1862 and locatécthi. Since then he

lived in Spring City, Sanpete county; Goshen, Santaquin, Elsinore, and again
located at Santaquin.

He leaves three wives and seventeen children. asetlne father of thirty
children, thirteen having died before him.

The Morning Call, San Francisco, Calif., October 101891

Soured on His Name.

Frank William BACKHOUSE, who was born Saddlewottarkshire, England, but
is now a resident of this city, has petitioned $lugerior Court to change
his surname to BACKUS.
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New-York Daily Tribune, August 29, 1842

MARRIED.
WAINWRIGHT, James Haigh, of Saddleworth, EnglamdSarah Ann, second
daughter of James LORD, of this city, formerly ofgiand.

Western Reserve Chronicle, Warren Ohio, USA, Januar27, 1858

Extraordinary Circumstances.

A Father Buried in the Coffin in which his Son waterred - A few days ago

a circumstance occurred at Stanlybridge (sic) whrefated more than common
interest. Many persons will remember that abouésteen years ago there
used to be a great deal of what was deemed "baoatgtsng"” - that is,

stealing dead bodies after their interment. Ataheve period, a young

man, son of Mr. James BRIERLY, formerly of Saddleivoand for many years
residing at Stalybridge, and carrying on the bussra@f fuller or cloth

miller, was buried at Motram Church. Some timeialis interment , the

father of the young man had reason to believe that the corpse was stolen;

and under this impression took a number of men hiitinto the grave, which
they opened, despite of the clergyman and the sexto

On removing the earth they found the coffin anddheoud, but the body was
gone. Mr BRIERLY at once took the coffin, and at&hibiting in at

Montram Cross (sic) for some time, he said he walek it preserved and be
buried in it himself, which vow he has strictly @déd to. After his son's

body was stolen, the father caused the followingdito be inscribed upon

the gravestone:

"Though once beneath this stone his corpse was laid

For use of surgeons it was thence conveyed ;

Vain was your scheme to hide the impious theft,

The body taken, the shroud and coffin left.

You wretches who pursue the barbarous trade,

Your carcasses may sometime be conveyed

To some unfeeling surgeon's room.

Nor could you meet a better doom."
Mr BRIERLY died at the age of seventy-four years] avas very much
respected . He was interred at the Baptism Ch&pelleybridge (sic), in
the very coffin in which his son had been buriedr@my years age. - London
Paper.
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Peter Fox

Greenfield Council School

Greenfield Council School c1915 [Saddleworth MuseArchives, M/P/NGf1]

The headmaster is Henry Hudson. Can anyone pravidenation identifying the
pupils?

The school, which celebrates its centenary in 2&&llecting information about
the school. Anyone with documents, photographmjmiscences etc. should please
contact Peter Fox, Saddleworth Museum, Uppermalti/dieworth OL3 6HS,
curator@saddleworthmuseum.co.uk
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OBITUARY

Peter Bradbury
1919 - 2011

Peter Bradbury who was born on 21 January 1914, idi€hester on 27 March,
2011 aged 92. He was one of the founder membehe@addleworth Historical
Society. He was born iBeech LawnUppermill, the fourth child of Reuben
Bradbury and Alice nee Broadbent. He had two siad one brother - Margaret,
Anne and George. During his childhood he latexdiat Brownhill, Ryefields and
Fernthorpe.

He claimed that he was brought up in rather atdtnasehold, where children were
seen but not heard! When he was a rebellious g&grtold his parents were getting
worried about how he could be educated, and hierséne, by then about nineteen
years old, volunteered to teach him. He and aofithe same age from another
family whom he knew well became “Miss Anne’s” fipatpils, and she carried on
teaching in her small private primary school in €ppill for the next fifty years first
at Fernthorpeand later aBoxhill, Springmeadow Lane. At the age of nine Peter
went to a prep school called Terra Nova, then intlgwort, and at the age of thirteen
he moved from there to Repton School, near Derlgrerhe stayed until the age of
seventeen. He always looked back with enjoymerti®schooldays but although he
was very bright he did not particularly excel acadmlly. He was however adept at
making things and as a teenager built a radio soratch, astonishing his parents.
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Anyway there was no question of his going to ursitgr - on leaving school he
joined his father in the mill, i.e. in J. Bradbwagd Co. Saddleworth Ltd..

His working life was very straightforward. He er@@ the family business in 1936,
and worked there until he retired sixty years latet996. His working life was only
interrupted by the war. J. Bradbury and Co. Sasalfth Ltd. was and remains
(although now in Huddersfield) a woollen manufaictgrcompany, making cloth.
The company had its origins in the 1780s in Gilel, Mppermill, with the first
Bradbury getting directly involved around 1830.alman was Peter’s great-
grandfather John Winterbottom Bradbury, born imke in 1804. Bradbury
families had lived in Saddleworth already for hueds of years before 1830, and
most worked as clothiers. The Bradbury companyimecone of the larger
employers in Saddleworth, employing hundreds opfeand operating several
large mills, including Alexandra, Dam Head and $taottom. Having entered the
business from school, he learnt about all the badigities, working in different
areas, and soon became very passionate about tkeamaproud of the firm. Even
when he was away for six years during the war, ag still corresponding very
frequently with his father about issues confronting business, how to improve
efficiency, how best to organize things. After father died in 1952, Peter became,
at the age of thirty-three, managing director,la he continued for over 40 years.
He loved his work and the company, he was a camnpgloyer, saw the company
through good years and bad, and was disappoinédhta company had to shrink
towards the end of his working life as the businessame increasingly
uncompetitive against imports from lower cost coest He worked very hard
throughout his sixty year working life, working iad and a half day week until he
was sixty, and finally retiring at the age of sayeseven.

In 1936, on leaving school, he had sensed tha&iBnhight be heading in due
course for war. Partly for this reason he joirtesl Territorial Army with the 10th
Battalion Manchester Regiment and he was alreascand lieutenant when the
war began. On 11th April 1940 he embarked for Egaserving with the Royal
Army Service Corps, but was quickly caught up i@ British evacuation. He
claimed that he did not come under much enemybfitestill he lost everything he
had with him before he sailed back to England drddse, 1940 on a pleasure boat.
He said he was relieved to lose his passport diin@egvacuation from Dunkirk,
since he had previously altered his year of bimthis passport in order to get into a
casino at Monte Carlo! After a few months in Emgldhe embarked on 2nd January,
1941 for India. With his characteristic modesty,dtaimed that he never felt under
much danger during the war with the Japanese oBulmese front. Indeed his
tales of his time in India were mainly non militar@®n the boat trip out which went
round South Africa he says he became very skilag@aous card games, winning
lots of money from other officers in games of bedgoker and pontoon. In India
(now Bangladesh) he remembered wonderful early mgrmorse rides across the
beach near Chittagong, and learning Urdu from éxigamt - he later gained a
qualification in Urdu at the Staff College in Quef(how in Pakistan), which helped
to get him promoted. During his years in Indiae-ahso spent a short period in Iraq
— serving with the 31st Indian Armoured Divisiom, Wwas promoted first to captain
and then to major, and in addition to being awarttiedDefence Medal, War Medal,
and Burma Star he was mentioned in dispatchesgdars ago he said he could
not remember why, and tried to find out what he beein mentioned for, but the
military records did not say). In practice he waainly involved with logistics,
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eventually becoming in September 1943 Deputy-AasisQuartermaster-General,
404th (East Bengal) Line of Command Aradhe Southeast Asian Command in
Chittagong from which the Arakan Campaign was déeéc He left India in March
1945 but still had to spend a few months in Scatland Germany before finally
settling back in Saddleworth in May 1946.

On 25 January, 1946 he married Iris Tweedale, as&roft, whom he had first met
before the war: for his wedding he was allowed ry Weief five day break from the
army. They had three children, David, Rodney andevi and lived for the next
fifty years or so in Saddleworth first @herwoodn Greenfield and then in
Uppermill where their large housBhe Grangeoriginally built for his grandmother
in 1896, was a focal point for parties and entertent and a warm family life. One
room contained a full size snooker table — Peter weasty good at it - probably
something else learnt in the army. Another rooih&#ull size grand piano and he
would occasionally organize classical music corscknt special occasions. As he
approached retirement he and Iris spent an inecrggsbportion of their time in
their house in Nefyn on the Lleyn peninsula. Dgrihe 1990s this became their
permanent home, and their social life revolved adoNefyn, Pwllheli and Abersoch
where they had a large circle of friends both Walsti English, played a lot of
bridge, and enjoyed the beautiful local surroungingjwo years after Iris died in
1998 Peter married Val Hamer, herself widowed andd in Abersoch, and he
much enjoyed the last ten years of his life withineSpurstow, near Tarporley.

Bridge was Peter’s main hobby, and he was veryi@aste about it. He was an
extremely good chess player. He loved history,\aasl a prolific reader of books
about history, particularly twentieth century nahy history. He also liked local
history, and was a founder member not only of Sawldith Historical Society but
also of Saddleworth Civic Trust. He liked musiartgcularly opera and went to
many international opera seasons around Europewvadectively involved with the
Saddleworth Arts Festival and he helped set ugstdrleworth Chamber Concerts
Society. He was very interested in politics, aras\an active Conservative
throughout his life. During the 1950s and 1960svhe elected a Conservative
councillor in Saddleworth. He enjoyed playing tesnithe Tame Valley Tennis
Club to which he and Iris belonged, and of whichwias one-time president, was
one of the main focal points of their social adivi

Although he had a rich, exciting, varied and loifg, he was a remarkably
unassuming person. He was characterised by moptgas being a person of great
modesty, charm and self deprecation, with a righseénse of humour. He was
always very courteous, never angry or ill-tempexred he had something of the old
school about him. He wore a tie and jacket evesyaf his adult life. He was able
to give wonderful accounts of all the differentsgaes in his life and he was a great
raconteur who could talk for a long time aboutwanderful array of ancestors, and
imitate some of the more curious among them. Heyed his life enormously. He

is survived by his wife Val, three children, sixagd-children and seven great-grand-
children.

David Bradbury
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SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

Mapping Saddleworth Volume |
Edited by Mike Buckley, David Harrison and AlanfBet et al.
Printed maps of the Parish 1771 - 1894. £19.95

Mapping Saddleworth Volume Il

Edited by Mike Buckley, David Harrison , Victor Kleam, Alan Petford

and John Widdall.

Manuscript maps of the Parish 1625 - 1822 £19.95

A History and Description of the Parochial Chapelryof Saddleworth
by James Butterworth, with introduction by Robeyble
A facsimile, hardback reprint of the original editiof 1828. £13.95

Saddleworth 1914-1919
by K.WMitchinson
The Experience of a Pennine Community during treaGwWar. £10.00

Cherry Valley Chronicles

Edited by Maurice Dennett.

Letters from Thomas Buckley of Millbury, MassachiiseUSA,

to Ralph Buckley, his son of Dobcross, Saddlewh&#5-1875. £10.00

Passage through Time
by Bernard Barnes.

Saddleworth Roads and Trackways - A History. 9B6.
With Ammon Wrigley in Saddleworth

by Sam Seuville, edited by Bernard Barnes. £5.95
Saddleworth from the Air

Edited by Barri Jones. £5.00
The Huddersfield Narrow Canal

A compilation of essays on the construction antbhysof the canal. £5.95

The Saddleworth-America Connection
by Anne Parry.
Reprint of the original 1979 Saddleworth Festivabkcation. £5.00

SADDLEWORTH LOCAL INTEREST TRAILS

Ten walks around Saddleworth illustrated with ske&:

and notes on local history & landscape. each £1.20
MAPS & PLANS

Churchyard Plan: St Chad’s Church, the old grawkyar £1.20
Churchyard Plan: St Chad’s Church, the lower grakety £3.00
Ordnance Survey 25” Godfrey reprint - Lydgate 961.
ORDERS

Graham Griffiths, 6 Slackcote, Delph OL3 5TW.
Please add 20% for post & packing.
Cheques should be made out to Saddleworth Hist@mzety.
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SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Registered Charity No. 505074

Chairman Mike Buckley 01457 820015
mikebuckley@saddleworth-historical-society.org.uk
Hon. Secretary Alan Schofield 0161 338 6555
al@harropcourt.freeserve.co.uk
Hon. Treasurer Neil Barrow 01457 876381
Carr Farm Cottage, Diggle, Saddleworth OL3 5ND neilbarrow@hotmail.co.uk
Hon. Archivist Alan Petford 01422 202758
a.j.petford@googlemail.com
Hon. Membership Secretary Alison Wild 01457 874579
25 Moorlands Drive, Mossley, OL4 3SG alisond@ltesco.net
Newsletter Editor Michael Fox 01457 870378
4 West Mount, Greenfield, Saddleworth, OL3 7LE Michael@fox.orangehome.co.uk
Publications Officer Graham Giriffiths 01457 870159
graham.griffiths@care4free.net
Family History Group Jean Sanders 01457 873157
sande64@btinternet.com
Alison Wild 01457 834579
alison.wild@tesco.net
Archaeology Group Jim Carr 01457 873612
Internet Site Manager Alan Hague

webmaster@saddleworth-historical-society.deg.u

Family History Mailing List Cheryl Westlotorn
ca63westlo@aol.com

The Bulletin aims to reflect and encourage interest in all etspaf the history of
Saddleworth. It relies on a regular supply ofcles, letters, short reviews, etc. from
members and others. Fresh material is requiredtantly, and should be sent to the
Editor, who will be happy to discuss ideas forces (or shorter contributions) from
anyone considering preparing one. Articles neadaaonfined to subjects within
Saddleworth’s borders, but should have some coiumewiith the district.

The Society’s Websitas at: _http://www.saddleworth-historical-societg.uk

This has full details of the Society’s activitigsiblications, library and archives, and
there is an e-mail facility. An index to Saddlettoplace names, a reference map of
Saddleworth and a bibliography of Saddleworth pations are included. There are
links to other Saddleworth Web sites.










