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 Saddleworth Historical Society 

NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2019 
 

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT 

A number of press articles and TV programmes in recent months have included distressing images of the difficulties experi-

enced by sea life across our planet due to the presence of tiny particles of plastics materials that can be consumed by wildlife.  

The polythene wrappers we use at present for the quarterly circulation of our Bulletin and other SHS printed material are neither 

biodegradable nor compostable, particularly the sealing strips containing a type of glue.  With this in mind, the matter was raised 

at a recent SHS Committee meeting and it was agreed in principle that we should investigate the supply of alternative wrappers 

for use when our present stock comes to an end.  During that discussion the only alternative was paper envelopes which are 

costly compared to the present wrappers we use. 

Last weekend, those readers who are members of the National Trust, will have received their copies of the NT Yearbook in 

wrappers printed with the information on the material used.  Further information was sought on this new material, and it 

emerged that a number of UK organizations with large circulations by post were taking part in a trial using this new composta-

ble material for wrapping.  The material described on the NT packaging, is produced in reels of 1,000 bags which have to be 

heat-sealed individually.  Whilst this process is practicable on a large scale, it is not particularly convenient for users such as 

SHS and further research is now being undertaken, including alternative methods of sealing. 

It may be the case that this new material will be more expensive, at least to begin with, but we should consider this as a move to 

help in the protection of our environment.  Samples of the new material being used in the trial will be available for inspection at 

our next open meeting and members' views would be welcome.  

Meg Langton 

BIOPLAST 300® HOME COMPOSTABLE - FAQ's 

 What is the product and how is it made? 

Bioplast 300® is plasticiser and GMO free material based on potato starch, suitable for domestic and industrial composting.  

 How should I dispose of it? 
Put into your home compost bin, or food waste caddies and green waste for collection by local authorities.  

 How long does it take to compost? 
Certification for OK compost HOME, requires the products to completely compost within 6 months in a well -maintained compost unit.  

 How does the process work? 

The composting process needs microorganisms and humidity to start the process, this will happen at ambient temperatures. The material will be 
completely metabolized by microorganisms.  

 Are any contaminants left behind? 

No contaminants will be left behind. The material will be completely converted into CO2, water and biomass. (At least 90% of the Carbon will be 
converted into CO2.) 

 What happens if it is put into landfill? 

Bioplast 300® is not intended for landfill, although it will biodegrade eventually depending on conditions.  

 Will it dissolve in water? 
No. Although pure starch is soluble, once processed the Bioplast 300 ® material is not. 

 Does Bioplast contain allergens? 
No. Bioplast 300® does not contain any allergens and complies with the EU 2003/89 directive. Our allergens policy provides full details and is 
available on request. 

 How should the film be stored? 
Store in normal dry warehousing conditions away from direct sunlight and above freezing temperatures.  

 What is the minimum gauge we can buy?  

20mu is the minimum. 

 How does the film strength compare to standard LDPE?  

It has similar strength characteristics as LDPE films at similar gauges.  

 Can you print on Bioplast film? 
Yes the film is suitable for print, it should be noted that ink coverages must be within specified parameters. Please contact us for clarification. 

 Is it suitable for food use? 
Verified as suitable for use in food contact applications.  

 What markets are you currently supplying to? 

Mailing applications, produce films, toilet tissues and pet bedding. Trials are being carried out in other markets.  

 Do you have any Certifications? 

 "OK compost INDUSTRIAL" and "Ok Compost HOME" certification granted by TUV AUSTRIA Belgium. BRC Accreditation - Grade AA. 
BS85.55 — Phase 5. 

 Are there any limitations we should consider? 

Bioplast 300® remains the responsibility of Alfaplas to end of life. Any additional processes (e.g. bag conversion/lamination etc) must be disclosed 
and discussed. 
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WEBSITE 

Your committee is aware of the failings of the website which the contractor has not been able to fully build to the 

specification laid down by us.  Steps are in hand to overcome these shortcomings but may take some time to 

implement.  In the meanwhile  we would ask that you bear with us during this process and continue to use what we 

have at the present. 

We would in addition ask that members check their access to the Members’ areas of the SHS website as there are 

currently a few known problems that are being addressed. 

You should contact Ivan Foster if you have any queries in this regard. 

The Website address is: www.saddleworth-historical-society.org.uk 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The Society has recently purchased a set of ten large engineering plans of bridges, cuttings, embankments and other 

engineering works on the Oldham Branch of the London and North Western Railway.  The line connected the main 

line through Saddleworth and the Delph Donkey Branch with Clegg Street, Station in Oldham.  It was opened in 

1856 and passed through Grasscroft, and via the Lydgate Tunnel, Grotton and Lees. 

The drawings are signed by H.J. Tredwell and Samuel Tredwell and appear to be the original 1850s designs for the 

railway.  Samuel Tredwell was an important Victorian engineer who designed a number of railways in the mid 

Victorian period.  He was in business with his brothers Thomas, William and John, and the company, Messrs 

Tredwell of London and Gloucester, were contractors as well as engineers.  Shortly after the construction of the 

Oldham Branch Line the company constructed the launch ways for Brunell’s Great Eastern, having already carried 

out a number of other projects, including one on the Gloucester and Dean Forest Railway, under Brunell’s direction.  

In November 1859 Samuel was awarded the contract for construction of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway.  But 

within fifteen days of landing in India, Solomon died.  His wife, Alice Tredwell, who must have been a formidable 

business woman, designed an impressive tomb for him in Bombay and took over the contract, appointing another 

contractor to manage it for her in her absence, as she then returned to England.  She died in 1867 having inherited 

£70,000 from her husband. 

The plans are typical of engineering drawings of the period; exquisitely drawn in minute detail and hand coloured.  

From a civil engineering perspective they show the Victorian’s formidable ability to work in local stone, without 

reinforced concrete, and the thoroughness of their designs. 

One of the many details from the railway construction drawings collection. 

https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Great_Indian_Peninsula_Railway
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Alice_Tredwell
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SHS MEMBERS 

The Society was saddened to learn of the passing of our member: 

Sonia Ratcliffe, Dobcross, Saddleworth 

 

 

 

Christmas has passed but there’s still a need for a good read. 

At this time of year many readers may welcome a few suggestions from the Saddleworth Historical Society list of available 

books.  Firstly you may like to consider our latest, published at the beginning of this year, which describes Uppermill High 

Street in the 1890s.  It is packed with reminiscences, pictures and excerpts from records and costs £9.95 per copy. 

Another, recently published by the South Pennine History Group, is in memory of Alan Petford who will be known as a 

respected historian and friend by many Saddleworth residents.  The book is entitled ‘History in the South Pennines  -  The 

Legacy of Alan Petford’ and is  a collection of essays presenting new research on various aspects of the history of Saddleworth, 

Marsden and Calder Valley, with three chapters devoted to Saddleworth.  This hard back book costs £25. 

In view of the recent celebration of the end of the First World War, there will be a renewed interest in "Saddleworth 1914 -

 1919  (240 pages of text and pictures).  The softback version costs £9.95 and the hardback version costs £14.95. 

Yet another book worth a mention at this time, is the much acclaimed ‘Saddleworth Villages’ published in 2003 and has been 

out of print for many years.  Recently a box was found containing a number of copies of the book, including some that have 

been misbound, when a few pages had been bound out of order though all the information is intact, both text and drawings.  This 

is a real opportunity to purchase the book, which has outstanding pencil drawings and maps.  There are 5 perfect copies at £25 

each, and 4 misbound copies at £10 each. 

OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 

A good friend of the SHS has recently donated a collection of books - both new and second hand, some published by the SHS, 

some signed by the author, and  some long out of print - so this is a rare opportunity to fill up gaps in your own collection of 

books relating to Saddleworth, all at reasonable prices.  The collection is as follows: 

Please be aware that in some cases the number of copies is limited, and note also the price per copy. 

Second Hand 

Chapelry & Church of Saddleworth by A J Howcroft  £20  

Tales of a Pennine People by A J Howcroft   £20 

Saddleworth Heritage by Bernard Barnes   £30 

Cherry Valley Chronicles  Signed  £15 

New 

George Shaw of St Chad's, Saddleworth  by G B Howcroft  (1972)  £10 

The Chapel in the Valley Builds Anew  £5 

The First World War by AJ Howcroft (softback) - signed          £12.50  

The First World War by A J Howcroft (softback)  £10 

The First World War by A J Howcroft (hardback) - signed   £15 

Books may be purchased directly from Meg Langton at langtton7bh@talktalk.net and there will be no postage charge when the 

books can be delivered by hand throughout Saddleworth.  For destinations outside the Parish an add-on for postage would be 

appreciated. 

We hope you may find the above to be of interest. 

Meg Langton 

mailto:langtton7bh@talktalk.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY LECTURES 

Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at Saddleworth Museum starting at 7.30pm.   

Refreshments are provided after the talks. 

Wednesday 13th February 2019 

Traditional Farmhouses in and around the Lancashire and Yorkshire Pennines. 

Kevin Illingworth 

Wednesday 13th March 2019 

Researching the Early Wrigleys. 

Neil Barrow 

Wednesday 10th April 2019 

Mapping Manchester - the good, the bad and the missing ones. 

Martin Dodge 

Wednesday 22nd May 2019 

The Standedge Tunnels. 

Trevor Ellis 

Saturday 15th June 2019  -  Saddleworth Museum starting at 2.00pm 

Peterloo: The View from Saddleworth. 

Professor Robert Poole 

SADDLEWORTH CIVIC TRUST PROGRAMME 2019 

Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at Saddleworth Museum starting at 7.30pm.  

Refreshments are provided after the talks. 

Thursday 21st February 2019 

Life of the Building, Glen Mill. 

Jack Schofield. 

Thursday 28th March 2019 

The Story of Wentworth Woodhouse  -  Past and Present. 

David Allott. 

Thursday 11th April 2019  -  Times 8.45am from Uppermill Leisure Centre Car Park. 

Spring Outing: Visit to World of Glass, St Helens 

Full day out with guided tour and lunch.  Details later.  

Saturday 18th May 2019 -  Times 9.30am from Uppermill Leisure Centre Car Park 

Summer Outing: Visit to Wentworth Woodhouse House and Estate, Rotherham. 

Full day out with guided tour and lunch.  Details later. 

Thursday 27th June 2019 

Habitat for  Wildlife, People and Water.  (This talk relates to the recent developments at Dovestones.) 

Dave O’Hara. 

FRIENDS OF SADDLEWORTH MUSEUM 

12th January 2019 to 10th February 2019 An exhibition by Saddleworth Photography Group. 

FRIENDS OF CASTLESHAW ROMAN FORT 

Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at the Saddleworth Civic Hall starting at 7.30pm. 

Refreshments are provided after the talks. 

Wednesday 20th February 2019 

Inhabiting Broxmouth: The Biography of a Late Iron Age Settlement in SE Scotland 

Dr Lindsay Buster 

Wednesday 20th March 2019 

Chester Amphitheatre 

Dan Garner 

 



5 

SHS Newsletter 2019 No. 1 

 

SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

 

BOOKS 

William Pownall’s Uppermill: Memories of a Saddleworth Village in the late 1800s   £9.95 

by The Saddleworth Local History Group  

St Chad's, Saddleworth - Monumental Inscriptions in the Old Churchyard   £12.50  

Edited by Mike Buckley.   

History in the South Pennines: The Legacy of Alan Petford £25.00 
Edited by Nigel Smith 

Mapping Saddleworth Volume I 

Edited by Mike Buckley, David J.W. Harrison and Alan Petford et al. 

Printed maps of the Parish 1771 - 1894.    

Mapping Saddleworth Volume II £10.00 

Edited by Mike Buckley, David J.W. Harrison , Victor Khadem, Alan Petford  

and John Widdall. 

Manuscript maps of the Parish 1625 - 1822.    

A History and Description of the Parochial Chapelry of Saddleworth £13.95 

by James Butterworth, with introduction by Robert Poole. 

A facsimile, hardback reprint of the original edition of 1828.  

Saddleworth 1914-1919 £10.00 

by K.W. Mitchinson. 

The Experience of a Pennine Community during the Great War.  

Cherry Valley Chronicles £10.00 

Edited by Maurice Dennett. 

Letters from Thomas Buckley of Millbury, Massachusetts, USA,  

to Ralph Buckley, his son of Dobcross, Saddleworth 1845-1875.  

Passage through Time   £6.95 

by Bernard Barnes. 

Saddleworth Roads and Trackways - A History.      

Denshaw - A History of the Church & Village    £7.50                  

by Mike Buckley.  

Saddleworth from the Air    £5.00  

Edited by Barri Jones.      

The Huddersfield Narrow Canal   £5.95 

A compilation of essays on the construction and history of the canal. 

 

SADDLEWORTH LOCAL INTEREST TRAILS 
Ten walks around Saddleworth illustrated with sketches each £1.20 

and notes on local history & landscape.     

 

MAPS & PLANS    

Ordnance Survey 25” Godfrey reprint - Lydgate   £1.95    

 

ORDERS 

Mrs Meg Langton, 5, High Kinders, Greenfield, Saddleworth, OL3 7BH,  01457 87 2991 

Please add 20% for UK post & packing unless individual costs can be quoted.  Please enquire of Meg Langton. 

Cheques or payment by PayPal (£UK)  should be made out to Saddleworth Historical Society. 
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SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONTACTS 2019 

Trustees (Committee Members) of the Society are marked (T) 

Chairman:    

 

Hon. Secretary: Brian Gibson (T) 01457 87 0126 gibson.designs@btinternet.com  

8 School Street, Uppermill, Saddleworth, OL3 6HB 

Hon. Treasurer: Ivan Foster (T) 01457 83 8098 iafoster946@gmail.com 

 

Membership Secretary (Acting): Mike Buckley 01457 82 0015 mikebuckley@saddleworth.net 

10 The Square, Dobcross, Saddleworth, OL3 5AA 

Programme Secretary: John Curnow (T) 07710 139 456 campinejon@gmail.com 

 

Lecture Co-ordinator: Duncan Anderson (T) 01457 87 5924 duncan.1devondrive@talktalk.net 

1 Devon Drive, Diggle, Saddleworth, OL3 5PP 

Publicity Officer: Charles Baumann 01457 87 6858 charles.baumann@sky.com  

 

Newsletter Editor: Meg Langton (T) 01457 87 2991 langtton7bh@talktalk.net 

5 High Kinders, Greenfield, Saddleworth, OL3 5RR  

Archive Officer: Mike Buckley 01457 82 0015 mikebuckley@saddleworth.net 

 

Publications Secretary: Meg Langton (T) 01457 87 2991 langtton7bh@talktalk.net 

 

Without Portfolio: Christine Barrow (T) 01457 87 4985 

 Lesley Brown (T) 01457 87 5353 lesleytaylorbrown@yahoo.co.uk 

 David Harrison (T) 01457 87 5855 david@djwharrison.plus.com 

 Lily Hopkinson (T) 01457 87 3745 hopkinsonlees@gmail.com 

 Peter Robinson (T) 01484 84 5334 petrobbo@hotmail.com 

  

  

Website address:  www.saddleworth-historical-society.org.uk 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Membership subscriptions for the current year (2019) are now due.  These are from January 1st annually as           

indicated in the accompanying letter. 

Should you not wish to maintain your membership we would appreciate notice of this as the costs of maintaining 

your membership are still ongoing to the Society. 

One particularly high cost is the production of and delivery of the four Bulletins each year, a production run now in 

its 48th year, and regretfully we can no longer afford the issue of this publication to those who have yet to contribute 

to its cost via their annual subscriptions. 

 Your early attention to this matter would be much welcomed. 

Please contact the membership secretary, details above, to advise on any changes to your membership status. 

mailto:mikebuckley@saddleworth.net
mailto:langtton7bh@talktalk.net
mailto:mikebuckley@saddleworth.net
mailto:langtton7bh@talktalk.net

