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Saddleworth Historical Society
NEWSLETTER - JULY 2018
WOMEN AND POWER
Many activities have been organized over the past year to mark 100 years since women first gained the right to vote,
albeit for a very restricted number of women. The Society marked the occasion by a lecture by Dr Jill Liddington
detailing the activities of several suffragettes and suffragists from the area close to Saddleworth as well as Annie
Kenney. I am sure the male members of the Society will forgive us for continuing this celebration of successes of
women in the past. This is the theme of a series of exhibitions held throughout the summer and across the country at
National Trust Properties.
The first is organized in partnership with Newcastle University which demonstrates the skill of women in areas such
as science, technology and maths. It is entitled:

SWITCHED ON SHINING A LIGHT ON FEMALE INNOVATION
and is at Cragside, Northumberland, from 21 June until 4 November from 11.00am until 4.00pm
The second/third continues by describing the success of female activists in the votes for women campaign and is
shared between National Trust collections and National Portrait Gallery photographs and artwork. The title is:
VOTES FOR WOMEN
and takes place in two locations, The Workhouse, in Nottinghamshire, April until July and
Killerton in Devon, August until November .
The final location in the series is rather different in that it is a means of depicting how a group of famous women
found creativity and independence through designing and developing the extensive garden of an estate. It is entitled
MISREPRESENTED? A ROOM OF ONE'S OWN
and is at Cliveden in Buckinghamshire from 13 May until 10 November.

The women who were influenced by the Estate include Elizabeth Villiers, Princess Augusta, Harriet, Duchess of
Sutherland and Nancy Astor.
Finally there is a special exhibition on the lives of two women important in the history of Wray Castle - Margaret
Dawson and Beatrix Potter. The former was a daughter of the Industrial Revolution and part of the rise of the
Liverpool Middle Class. With her vast inheritance she and her husband built Wray Castle. Shortly after the
Dawson's time there, Beatrix Potter, a 16 year old at that time, stayed at Wray Castle, an experience which had a
profound impact on her life.
The exhibition and accompanying talks explore aspects of the lives of Margaret Dawson and Beatrix Potter,
including perspectives and preconceptions as well as their northern ancestry.

The exhibition is in Wray Castle, Ambleside, Cumbria is throughout the Summer until 28 October where a10 minute
introductory talk will be given each day at 12 noon, 2.00pm and 4.00pm.
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DISCOVERY DAY
Another day out that may be of interest is a Discovery Day organized by Hebden Bridge Local History Society, the
subject of which is:
FOOD AND FARMING IN THE CALDER VALLEY PAST PRESENT AND FUTURE
This will be on Saturday 15th September from 9.30am until 4.00pm at Birchfield Centre, Hebden Bridge.

This is Yorkshire
For those uncertain as to the location of the boundaries of the County of York we would publish the map below.

Yorkshireridings.org
Map showing the historic County of Yorkshire with its three Ridings together with the current (2018)
administrative areas within its borders.
Key:

Historic Counties
Ceremonial Counties
Local Authority Areas
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New Additions to the Archives
Dobcross Sandy Lane Congregational Church was closed last year and has now been sold for development by its
owners, the Congregational Federation.
The church originated as a Sunday School which, from 1839, had met in the large upper room at Bridgehouse in
Dobcross. Sunday services were also held at Bridgehouse and, by 1870, with support from a number of local
Congregationalists, the decision was taken to build new premises which would serve as a combined Sunday School
and Congregational Church. A plot of land was purchased in Sandy Lane and the church was opened on 7th May
1871.
Bulletin Editor and Archivist, Mike Buckley, approached the Congregational Federation enquiring about the
whereabouts and plans for the church records and the happy result was that the Federation have kindly agreed to
transfer these to the Society’s archives. Some sixty items have now been catalogues and can be consulted in the
archive room at Saddleworth Museum. Included among these are sunday school and church minute books dating
from 1868, lists of church members, and baptisms, marriages and funerals held at the church. The highlights of the
collection are the original specifications for the church building and the architects drawings. These confirm James
Lawton of Uppermill, George Shaw’s partner, as the architect. Its sturdy, unembellished, design is typical of Lawton
and can be compared with the Civic Hall, Uppermill and Wrigley Mill Methodist Church in Diggle, two of his other
works.
A new home has also been found for two other items. Thanks also to Mike’s efforts the Whit Friday banner has now
been donated to Saddleworth Museum and a war memorial plaque, commemorating two members of the church
killed in the First World War, has found a new home in Holy Trinity, Dobcross. The Parochial Church Council have
agreed to reposition this in a prominent position in the church.

Mike Buckley 2018

The Sandy Lane Church War Memorial
Pte Hervey Whitehead, of the 10/Royal Fusiliers, was from Brownhill Bridge in Dobcoss. Killed in action on 10
August 1917, his body was never found. He is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium.
Pte George Farr, served with the 12/Royal Scots, and was from Bankfield Terrace, Dobcross. He was killed just two
days after Hervey Whitehead and his remains were also never found. He had been married two years and left a
widow, Dora. He is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Ypres.
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GDPR
Saddleworth Historical Society Statement on Data Protection and its Privacy Policy
Your management committee has decided to base our approach on the ‘legitimate interest’ which we have of
holding the data which members have willingly provided when joining the Society which was in the expectation that
they would be kept informed of the activities of the Society and relevant news. From time to time members have
willingly supplied email addresses and telephone numbers for the same purposes. Your email address will not be
passed on to any other organisation or be used in any way other than to contact you about the SHS and its legitimate
interests.
In adopting this approach we have avoided the need to seek members consent in the manner employed by many of
the large charities. We feel that in this way we are not risking losing touch with members who do not opt in to the
holding of data and its use for communications.
We are publishing a Privacy Policy, which will appear on our website, copies of which can be forwarded by email or
hard copy. This will explain in more detail what we have done to demonstrate our compliance with the law. It sets
out what data we hold, how we use it and what protections you have.
Members with email addresses will receive a copy automatically. Printed copies can be obtained from the Society’s
secretary on request.

SHS MEMBERS
The Society has been saddened to learn of the passing of the following member:
Edward Felton, Doncaster.
We are pleased to welcome the following new and returning members to the Society
Ms Laura Breen & Mr I. Calloway, Greenfield,
Ms Debra Bowden, Whiteley,
Mr I. and Mrs G. Brocklehurst, Aldershot,
Dr Stephen Caunce, Meltham,
Mr R. & Mrs S. Cox, High Legh, Knutsford,
Mr Philip Hirst, Higher Hartshead, Ashton-under-Lyne
Mr Chris Howell, Uppermill,
Mr Bernard Smith, Montreal, Canada
Dr Nigel Smith, Hebden Bridge,
Mr D. & Mrs A. Watson, Greenfield,
Mrs Nadine Wilkinson, Mossley, Ashton-u-Lyne,
Mr Neil Winterbottom, London,

OBITUARY
Edward Felton
1927 - 3rd June 2018
Eddie Felton was born in Oldham in 1927 and the family moved to Greenfield in 1937. He lived for virtually all of
the next 60 years in Saddleworth. He graduated in Chemistry at Manchester University and he spent most of his
working life as an industrial chemist at Robert Fletcher & Co. at Greenfield and Stoneclough. He retired in 1987.
Eddie was widowed in 1990 and moved over to Doncaster, to be closer to his son and family, in 1997. His son
believes that he started his family history research when he retired, so he must have been active with this pursuit for
over 30 years.
Eddie thoroughly enjoyed his genealogical research over these many years and he was always willing to help other
people to break down their ‘brick walls’. Additionally, during his time as an active and much valued member of the
SHS family history mailing list, he helped a lot with the indexing and transcription of the St Chad's graveyard
inscriptions. Saddleworth owes him a debt of gratitude for his contributions.

He leaves a son, John and daughter, Barbara.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY LECTURES
Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at Saddleworth Museum starting at 7.30pm.
Refreshments are provided after the talks.
Wednesday 13th June 2018
The Medieval Settlement of the Castleshaw Valley
Steve Moorhouse
Saturday 7th July 2018 at 2.00pm
Annual Village Talk
250 Years of the Heights Chapel
Mike Buckley
Saturday 18th August 2018 at 2.00pm at the Sacred Heart Church Hall, Uppermill
Traditional Farmhouses in and around the Lancashire and Yorkshire Pennines
Kevin Illingworth
Wednesday 12th September 2018
Joint lecture with the Friends of the Roman Castleshaw Fort
Unravelling the Mystery of a Ruin: revealing the medieval Grange at Castleshaw
Norman Redhead

SADDLEWORTH CIVIC TRUST PROGRAMME 2018
Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at Saddleworth Museum starting at 7.30pm.
Refreshments are provided after the talks
Saturday 16th June 2018 - Leaving 8.30am
Summer Outing: Visit to Kiplin Hall, Gardens and Estate, Richmond
Includes Flower Show.
Sunday 23rd September 2018 from 8.30am to 3.30pm at Civic Hall, Uppermill
SCT Flea Market
Members help required. For table bookings contact Charles Baumann.
Thursday 27th September 2018 - Times to be advised.
Autumn Outing: Visit to Sutton Park Stately Home, Gardens and Estate, near York
Full day out with guided tour and lunch. Details later.

FRIENDS OF SADDLEWORTH MUSEUM
Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at Saddleworth Museum starting at 7.00pm.
Saturday 28th July 2018 - Meet at the Saddleworth Museum, Uppermill, 10.00am prompt
Heritage Walk ‘Pots and Pans History Walk’ (4.5 miles) cost £3.00. Please book in advance at museum

FRIENDS OF CASTLESHAW ROMAN FORT
Unless advised otherwise all talks will be held at the Saddleworth Civic Hall starting at 7.30pm.
Refreshments are provided after the talks.
Sunday 24th June 2018 at 11.00am and 2.00pm
Guided tours of the fort - Meet at the public car park, Waterworks Rd., adjacent to the Castleshaw Centre
Wednesday 12th September 2018 at 7.30pm at Saddleworth Museum, Uppermill
Joint lecture with the Saddleworth Historical Society
Unravelling the Mystery of a Ruin: revealing the medieval Grange at Castleshaw
Norman Redhead
Wednesday 19th September 2018
AGM followed by New Light on the Iron Age in North West England
Dr Mike Nevell
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BOOKS
The Society has published many books of local interest over the years and a number of them are now out of print and
second-hand copies are gaining in value. ‘Saddleworth Villages’ published by the Society in 2003 has for some
years been out of print, but recently 10 perfect copies have been found and these are now on sale at £25 each. With
them was a further 10 copies which had been retained because of an error in the binding process whereby some pages
are out of sequence, although the text and splendid drawings are complete. These are for sale at £10 per copy.
Because of the limited numbers the books will be sold on a first come fist served basis.
Another excellent buy at present is the offer of one copy of each of the two ‘Mapping Saddleworth’ books for £10
plus postage.
As usual, a selection of our books will be on sale at each of the lecture meetings, including the above-mentioned
offers. These occasions are always a good opportunity to purchase them as gifts as well as treating yourself. Please
come and browse so that you may know what is available for future action.

All books may also be purchased by e mail.
We have been asked by the author Carolyn France to promote her recently published book entitled;
‘Musards, Staveleys and Shaws An early history of the Saddleworth Forest’
This book is available from www.waterstones.com. A review of the book will be published with the next Society
Bulletin.
LATEST PUBLICATION
William Pownall's Uppermill
Memories of a Saddleworth Village in the late 1800s
Cost £9.95

The Book Launch was held on 28th January in the Museum, starting with an illustrated talk by Michael Fox. The
text of the book is based on a handwritten note in the Museum Archives which was a draft of an article for
publication in the Oldham Chronicle in August 1954. The draft was the work of William Pownall, looking back
some 60 years when he was 6 years old and had just arrived in Saddleworth with his parents to settle in to a
house and shop in the Square, Uppermill. His Father was a boot and shoe maker, and when he retired some years
later his son William took over the business, which was well placed in the centre of the village
The pattern of the book is William's recollections of the buildings, people and main activities of the village and he
starts at The Square and works his way down the right hand side of High Street and then crosses over and describes
everything on the way back to The Square. He describes buildings and people in great detail which is supplemented
in the book with information from commercial sources such as Slater's Commercial Directory and the 10 yearly
listings of who lived in each property throughout the 60 year period. The book is interesting and very amusing,
e.g. note the nick names given to shopkeepers and others, and the old photographs provided from the collection in the
Museum and by Michael Fox's own collection which are splendid. The Postscript in the book is reproduced, as it
sums up exactly what I felt on reading the book.
POSTSCRIPT
Walk along the high street in Uppermill today and you will find that the majority of the buildings and locations that
feature in William Pownall's narrative still exist. Indeed, it would not seem too much to claim that were the boy
William to have been magically transported from the of the late 1880s to that of the present day he would have
noticed little overall change in his surroundings. But even more likely is that he would have found the atmosphere
and the detail of everything vastly different. Herein lies the true worth of the reminiscence that the elderly William
had the foresight to put on paper: the clear insight that they give the reader of the present day into how profoundly
the community and residents of Uppermill have changed since the lost and long-distant period he so ably describes.
The book makes good reading for those living in and near Uppermill and perhaps the frequent visitors from
further afield might be tempted to learn something of the village and its residents.
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SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS
BOOKS
Mapping Saddleworth Volume I
Edited by Mike Buckley, David J.W. Harrison and Alan Petford et al.
Printed maps of the Parish 1771 - 1894.
Mapping Saddleworth Volume II
Edited by Mike Buckley, David J.W. Harrison , Victor Khadem, Alan Petford
and John Widdall.
Manuscript maps of the Parish 1625 - 1822.

£10.00

A History and Description of the Parochial Chapelry of Saddleworth
by James Butterworth, with introduction by Robert Poole.
A facsimile, hardback reprint of the original edition of 1828.

£13.95

Saddleworth 1914-1919
by K.W. Mitchinson.
The Experience of a Pennine Community during the Great War.

£10.00

Cherry Valley Chronicles
Edited by Maurice Dennett.
Letters from Thomas Buckley of Millbury, Massachusetts, USA,
to Ralph Buckley, his son of Dobcross, Saddleworth 1845-1875.

£10.00

Passage through Time
by Bernard Barnes.
Saddleworth Roads and Trackways - A History.

£6.95

Denshaw - A History of the Church & Village
by Mike Buckley.

£7.50

St Chad's, Saddleworth - Monumental Inscriptions in the Old Churchyard
Edited by Mike Buckley.

£12.50

Saddleworth from the Air
Edited by Barri Jones.

£5.00

The Huddersfield Narrow Canal
A compilation of essays on the construction and history of the canal.

£5.95

The Saddleworth-America Connection
by Anne Parry.
Reprint of the original 1979 Saddleworth Festival Publication.

£5.00

History in the South Pennines: The Legacy of Alan Petford
Edited by Nigel Smith

£25.00

William Pownall’s Uppermill: Memories of a Saddleworth Village in the late 1800s
by The Saddleworth Local History Group

£9.95

SADDLEWORTH LOCAL INTEREST TRAILS
Ten walks around Saddleworth illustrated with sketches
and notes on local history & landscape.

each £1.20

MAPS & PLANS
Churchyard Plan: St Chad’s Church, the lower graveyard
Ordnance Survey 25” Godfrey reprint - Lydgate

£3.00
£1.95

ORDERS
Mrs Meg Langton, 5, High Kinders, Greenfield, Saddleworth, OL3 7BH, 01457 87 2991
Please add 20% for UK post & packing unless individual costs can be quoted.
Cheques should be made out to Saddleworth Historical Society.
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SADDLEWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONTACTS 2018
Chairman (Acting):

Charles Baumann

01457 87 6858

charles.baumann@sky.com

Hon. Acting Secretary:
David Harrison
15 The Grove, Dobcross, Saddleworth, OL3 5RR

01457 87 5855

david@djwharrison.plus.com

Hon. Treasurer

Lesley Brown

01457 87 5353

lesleytaylorbrown@yahoo.co.uk

Membership Secretary (Acting):
Mike Buckley
10 The Square, Dobcross, Saddleworth, OL3 5AA

01457 82 0015

mikebuckley@saddleworth.net

Programme Secretary (Acting):

01457 82 0015

mikebuckley@saddleworth.net

Lecture Co-ordinator
Duncan Anderson
1 Devon Drive, Diggle, Saddleworth, OL3 5PP

01457 87 5924

duncan.1devondrive@talktalk.net

Publicity Officer:

01457 87 6858

charles.baumann@sky.com

Newsletter Editor:
Meg Langton
5 High Kinders, Greenfield, Saddleworth, OL3 5RR

01457 87 2991

langtton7bh@talktalk.net

Archive Officer:

Mike Buckley

01457 82 0015

mikebuckley@saddleworth.net

Publications Officer:

Meg Langton

01457 87 2991

langtton7bh@talktalk.net

Without Portfolio:

Christine Barrow
Iris Burns
Jim Burns
Tony Wheeldon

01457 87 4985
01457 87
01457 87
01457 87 4387

Archives:

Neil Barrow

01457 87 6381

neilbarrow@hotmail.co.uk

Website:

Ivan Foster

01457 83 8098

iafoster946@gmail.com

Mike Buckley

Charles Baumann

Ex Officio CONTACTS

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Subscriptions are now due for the current year and your early attention to this matter would be appreciated.
Please note and return the renewal form where included with this mailing.
Note: Members who have already subscribed or are paying by Standing Order will only get a renewal form should
their subscription or SO require updating.
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