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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2009

Mike Buckley

As with last year, 2009 has been a very active one for the Society.

Once again my thanks are due to the members of the committee for their continued hard work during the year and the support they have given me.

In the summer, sadly, Roger Ivens, our Bulletin editor, had to give up this role due to pressure of work. Roger has done a first class job over the last three years and our grateful thanks are due to him for achieving such a high standard of publication, also for his own articles which have added to our knowledge of Saddleworth's past. Also, for health reasons Stanley Broadbent has handed the job of newsletter editor to Michael Fox. Once again sincere thanks go to Stanley for his contributions to the newsletter over many years and thanks to Michael for taking on this important job. Thanks also go to Cheryl Westlotorn for managing our Family History Internet mailing list, to Alan Hague for his work on the society's website, to Oliver Benson for distributing and promoting our publications to local bookshops, and, last but by no means least, to the Dorothy Latimer, Christine Barrow, Tony Wheeldon and others for arranging refreshments after our meetings.

Keith Taylor and Dorothy Latimer once again presented us with an interesting and varied lecture programme. At the AGM last year I gave an illustrated talk on some of the new insights recently emerged into Saddleworth's early history, in particular, hitherto undiscovered material that has emerged via the Internet. Victor Khadem tonight will develop this theme further in his talk on 14th century Saddleworth.

I also gave the first lecture of the New Year on the early history of the Springhead area, focusing on medieval landowners, the origins of Quickmere, a division of Saddleworth that was in many ways quite independent of the rest of Saddleworth, and the dramatic impact on settlement that occurred following the massive Quickmoor enclosure of 1625.

Neil Barrow continued the Springhead theme in the next lecture by presenting an account of how Springhead grew from a few scattered farms in the early eighteenth century to one of the most densely populated and industrialised parts of Saddleworth.

As a complete contrast, in February, Professor Keith Laybourn gave a highly entertaining and amusing talk on 20th century working class gambling, peppered with his own boyhood experiences as a bookie's runner.

At the March meeting Dr Robert Poole, a frequent lecturer to the Society, and the author of the introduction to Butterworth's Saddleworth which we recently reprinted, gave an illustrated talk on "Doctor Healey of Lees, hero of Peterloo". This was an account of his research into Dr Healey, a quack local doctor who led the contingent from Saddleworth and Lees to this bloody event.

The Bernard Barnes memorial lecture in April saw the return of an old friend of the Society and past editor of the Bulletin, Julian Hunt, now retired from his job in charge of Buckinghamshire libraries, but as busy as ever in writing local histories of the towns in his area. Julian gave a superbly illustrated talk on "Portraits of the Civil War" bringing to life the dramatic events that split families and communities in seventeenth century England by focusing on some of the key players in the struggle that ended in the triumph of Oliver Cromwell and the Parliamentarians.

Another old friend, Sue Latimer, having now taken up a new post as a senior curator at the Harris Museum in Preston, entertained us with a talk in May about her career moves and various galleries she had worked in since leaving Saddleworth Museum fifteen years ago. Sue illustrated her talk by contrasting the work of the different museums and galleries and describing some of the innovative ideas that she had been involved with during her career.

The 2009-10 programme started in September with a talk by Alan Petford on medieval Misericords. Misericords are one of Alan's present areas of interest and, as always, his talk was meticulously researched, superbly delivered and beautifully illustrated. This was followed in September by the return of another past lecturer to the society, Dr John Hargreaves. Dr Hargreaves' topic was Yorkshire Luddites and we were taken through the events that lead up to the troubles in 1812 and an account of some of the key players.

"The Voyage of the Beagle" was the subject of Ian McInnes' talk last month. In this anniversary year of Darwin's birth and the publication of "The Origin of Species" Ian gave an account of the epic voyage and the discoveries that led to Darwin's revolutionary work. He also spoke of the men involved and harsh life on board for the common seaman. He explained how his own interest was sparked by acquiring a set of medals that had belonged to one of the officers that had taken part in the voyage.

In July we hosted another successful Family History weekend repeating the formula of the first one three years ago. Once again the event was well attended and it was a pleasure to meet members from all parts of the country who had travelled to Saddleworth for the event. The first day included a walk around Tunstead and the ancient settlements on the hillsides above Uppermill and in the afternoon a trip to the Golcar Museum. A social event in the evening was followed the next day by a workshop on the use of wills in tracing Saddleworth ancestry. A good time was had by all and we pledged the repeat the event in the not too distant future.

Once again, this summer Alan Schofield organised a very full programme of guided walks. Alan and other members of the Committee led walks around Harrop Dale, Woolroad and Weakey, Greenfield and the Chew Valley, Strinesdale, and the Uppermill environs. Continuing the theme of last year the programme concluded in August with a nine mile walk around the boundary of another of Saddleworth's ancient divisions, this time Shawmere. The walks have proved very popular and again our thanks go to Alan for his hard work in pulling together the programme also to those who acted as guides.

Alan Schofield and Alan Petford once again were responsible for a very successful summer trip. This year it was to the historic City of Lincoln. Alan Petford guided us round the castle and cathedral and in Alan's account of the cathedral's fine collection of Misericords we got a foretaste of his autumn talk. Once again our thanks go to the two Alans, for making the trip an interesting and enjoyable day out.

In September, as in previous years, Jim Carr gave a number of popular guided tours of the Castleshaw Roman Forts as part of the Heritage Open Days and last month the Society once again participated in the Local History Day held in Gallery Oldham.

"Mapping Saddleworth" continues to sell at a steady rate with sales close to the 1000 mark. A great deal of effort is going into the production of Volume 2 which we intend to publish in autumn next year. The two key maps in this publication will be the hand drawn maps of 1770 and 1822. The first of these, the 1770 map, will be a facsimile edition in full colour and the second a reconstruction of the 1822 map based on two fragments that have survived of the original. The task of recreating the 1822 map has proved to be very labour intensive but we are optimistic that all will be ready for the launch next year. The next festival publication "Saddleworth Hillsides and Hamlets" is also progressing well and is on target for launch at the Saddleworth Festival in 2011.

The Summer Bulletin, a special edition on the early history of Saddleworth, broke new ground in that it was illustrated in colour. The improved print quality we have achieved in recent editions we plan to supplement with colour from time to time. Another innovation is the availability of an electronic version of the Bulletin that can be emailed to members as an alternative to a printed copy. So far twenty five members, many overseas, have opted for the electronic version, cutting down on postage costs and delivery time. Another advantage of the electronic version is that it is possible to reproduce all the illustrations in colour.

Work on the early history of Saddleworth continues with new discoveries come to light almost on a daily basis. Many of the recent discoveries were featured in the summer bulletin and others will be presented later this evening by Victor Khadem. A new series has also begun in the Bulletin aimed at publishing all known early Saddleworth documents.

This year 27 new members have joined the Society and membership has grown to just over 492 members; among these are 30 overseas members.

Once again, sadly, we have to record the deaths of several of our members. Among them are David Swann of France, Chris Marcus of Shaw, Malcolm Seville of Todmorden, Victor Stubley of Delph, Mr M. Leadbeater of Grotton, Phyllis Schofield of Clitheroe, Bernard Kivlin of Lees, Donald Kershaw of Southampton, D. Newton of France, Haydon Clough of Grotton, Ann Cox of Uppermill and Hubert du Pont Lhotelain of France. Our sincere condolences go to their families.

Finally, I would like to repeat my thanks to all who have contributed this year to the success of the Society. I wish you all a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

